
SENATE JOURNAL
EIGHTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE— REGULAR SESSION

AUSTIN, TEXAS

PROCEEDINGS

FIRST DAY
(Tuesday, January 13, 2015)

In accordance with the Constitution and Laws of the State of Texas, the Senate of
the Eighty-fourth Legislature met in the Senate Chamber of the State Capitol on
Tuesday, the thirteenth day of January, 2015, at 12:12 p.m.

The Honorable David Dewhurst, Lieutenant Governor and President of the
Senate, called the Senate to order.

Senior Pastor Steve Riggle, Grace Church, Houston, offered the invocation as
follows:

Lord, thank You for Your hand of blessing upon Texas. Thank You for
those who served in the previous session and the actions they took on behalf
of all Texans that honor Your way and have made Texas the envy of the
nation. Today, we begin a new season of leadership in our state. With all of
the blessings we currently enjoy, we still face many challenges. We
acknowledge here in the statehouse our need of You. I pray for each of
these who have been elected to represent all of us and the decisions they
will make that will affect all of our lives. I pray for a commitment to the
common good that will surpass the pull of partisan ideology. With that
commitment, cause there to be a recognition in each legislator of their need
for Your wisdom and knowledge as they consider the issues before them
and the understanding that You said all they had to do was to ask and You
would grant that to them. May Your hand of mercy cover them when their
best efforts are not enough. May Your supernatural strength sustain them in
their weakness. May Your holy character give them courage to stand for
what is good, what is right, and what is godly. And may each one participate
in their responsibility of governing with a true spirit of humility. I pray this
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, my lord and savior. Amen.

ROLL CALL OF SENATORS

The President directed the Secretary of the Senate to call the roll of the Members
of the Senate.

The roll was called and the following Senators answered to their
names:iiBirdwell, Creighton, Ellis, Eltife, Fraser, Garcia, Hinojosa, Kolkhorst, Lucio,
Nelson, Perry, Rodrı́guez, L.iTaylor, Uresti, VanideiPutte, Zaffirini.



MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE

The following message from the Secretary of State was read and was filed with
the Secretary of the Senate:

THE STATE OF TEXAS
Secretary of State

I, NANDITA BERRY, Secretary of State of the State of Texas, DO HEREBY
CERTIFY that according to the records of this office the attached is a true and correct
list, in alphabetical order, of the members of the Senate of the 84th Legislature, 2015,
whose election on November 4, 2014, has been duly and legally certified to this
office.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto signed my name officially and caused
to be impressed hereon the Seal of State at my office in the City of Austin, Texas this
12th day of December, 2014.

(Seal)

/s/Nandita Berry
Secretary of State

The Honorable Paul Bettencourt, representing the Seventh Senatorial District
composed of:iiPart of Harris County.

The Honorable Konni Burton, representing the Tenth Senatorial District
composed of:iiPart of Tarrant County.

The Honorable Donna Campbell, representing the Twenty-fifth Senatorial
District composed of:iiPart of Bexar, Comal, part of Guadalupe, part of Hays,
Kendall, and part of Travis counties.

The Honorable Craig Estes, representing the Thirtieth Senatorial District
composed of:iiArcher, Clay, part of Collin, Cooke, part of Denton, Erath, Grayson,
Jack, Montague, Palo Pinto, Parker, Wichita, Wise, and Young counties.

The Honorable Bob Hall, representing the Second Senatorial District composed
of:iiPart of Dallas, Delta, Fannin, Hopkins, Hunt, Kaufman, Rains, Rockwall, and Van
Zandt counties.

The Honorable Kelly Hancock, representing the Ninth Senatorial District
composed of:iiPart of Dallas and part of Tarrant counties.

The Honorable Donald Huffines, representing the Sixteenth Senatorial District
composed of:iiPart of Dallas County.

The Honorable Joan Huffman, representing the Seventeenth Senatorial District
composed of:iiPart of Brazoria, part of Fort Bend, and part of Harris counties.

The Honorable Robert Nichols, representing the Third Senatorial District
composed of:iiAnderson, Angelina, Cherokee, Hardin, Henderson, Houston, Jasper,
Liberty, part of Montgomery, Nacogdoches, Newton, Orange, Polk, Sabine, San
Augustine, San Jacinto, Shelby, Trinity, and Tyler counties.

The Honorable Charles Schwertner, representing the Fifth Senatorial District
composed of:iiBrazos, Freestone, Grimes, Leon, Limestone, Madison, Milam,
Robertson, Walker, and Williamson counties.
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The Honorable Kel Seliger, representing the Thirty-first Senatorial District
composed of:iiAndrews, Armstrong, Bailey, Briscoe, Carson, Castro, Cochran,
Collingsworth, Dallam, Deaf Smith, Donley, Ector, Gaines, Glasscock, Gray, Hall,
Hansford, Hartley, Hemphill, Howard, Hutchinson, Lipscomb, Loving, Martin,
Midland, Moore, Ochiltree, Oldham, Parmer, Potter, Randall, Roberts, Sherman,
Swisher, Wheeler, Winkler, and Yoakum counties.

The Honorable Van Taylor, representing the Eighth Senatorial District composed
of:iiPart of Collin and part of Dallas counties.

The Honorable Kirk Watson, representing the Fourteenth Senatorial District
composed of:iiBastrop and part of Travis counties.

The Honorable Royce West, representing the Twenty-third Senatorial District
composed of:iiPart of Dallas County.

The Honorable John Whitmire, representing the Fifteenth Senatorial District
composed of:iiPart of Harris County.

ROLL CALL OF SENATORS-ELECT

The President directed the Secretary of the Senate to call the roll of
Senators-elect as certified by the Secretary of State.

The roll was called and the following Senators-elect answered to their
names:iiBettencourt, Burton, Campbell, Estes, Hall, Hancock, Huffines, Huffman,
Nichols, Schwertner, Seliger, V.iTaylor, Watson, West, Whitmire.

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED
TO SENATORS-ELECT

The President directed the Senators-elect to proceed to the Bar of the Senate.

Chief Justice Nathan Hecht administered the Constitutional Oath of Office to the
Senators-elect as follows:

I, ______________________, do solemnly swear, that I will faithfully
execute the duties of the office of Senator of the State of Texas, and will to
the best of my ability preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution and
laws of the United States and of this state, so help me God.

The President announced that a quorum of the Senate was present.

APPRECIATION EXTENDED

The President extended appreciation to Chief Justice Nathan Hecht for his
assistance in the opening session of the 84th Legislature.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The President acknowledged the presence of Governor-elect and Mrs. Abbott;
Attorney General Ken Paxton; Railroad Commissioners David Porter and Ryan
Sitton; Supreme Court Justices Nathan Hecht, John Phillip Devine, Jeffrey Boyd, Phil
Johnson, and Eva Guzman; Justices Jeff Rose, Scott Field, Bob Pemberton, Melissa
Goodwin, James Worthen, Sherry Radack, Carolyn Wright, Terrie Livingston, Josh
Morriss, Kem Frost, Roy Valdez, and Sandee Marion; and Chief Financial Officer of
the Office of Court Administration Glenna Bowman.

The Senate welcomed its guests.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 1
(Caucus Report)

Senator Whitmire offered the following resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTIONi1.iiCAUCUS REPORT. At a caucus held in the offices of the senate

attended by 31 members of the senate, the caucus made the recommendations for the
operation of the senate contained in this resolution.

SECTIONi2.iiSENATE OFFICERS. (a)iiSenate officers for the 84th Legislature
are:

(1)iiSecretary of the Senate–Patsy Spaw;
(2)iiCalendar Clerk–Tracy Ortiz;
(3)iiDoorkeeper–Austin Osborn;
(4)iiEnrolling Clerk–Patience Worrel;
(5)iiJournal Clerk–Polly Emerson; and
(6)iiSergeant-at-arms–Rick DeLeon.

(b)iiOfficers named in this section serve at the will of the senate.
SECTIONi3.iiPARLIAMENTARIAN. The parliamentarian, Karina Davis, is

named by the lieutenant governor and serves at the will of the lieutenant governor.
The parliamentarian is a senate officer.

SECTIONi4.iiEMPLOYEES. (a)iiThe lieutenant governor may employ staff for
the office of the lieutenant governor at salaries set by the lieutenant governor.

(b)iiEach senator may employ staff for the senator ’s office at salaries set by the
senator.

(c)iiThe chairman of each committee may employ staff of the chair ’s selection as
needed by the committee. A committee employee shall be compensated in amounts
similar to the compensation paid to persons in similar senate positions.

(d)iiThe secretary of the senate may employ other staff necessary for the
operation of the senate at salaries approved by the administration committee.

(e)iiThe lieutenant governor, the secretary of the senate, and each senator may
use the assistance of any assistant sergeant-at-arms or other available senate employee
for any and all services needed in and about the senate.

(f)iiIn this resolution, "senate employee" includes an employee of the lieutenant
governor, the secretary of the senate, a senator, a senate committee, and any other
person compensated from funds appropriated for the operation of the senate.

SECTIONi5.iiDUTIES OF ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE. (a)iiIn addition
to the duties of the administration committee expressly imposed by this resolution, the
committee shall take actions necessary to ensure that the administrative operations of
the senate comply with applicable law and are conducted effectively and efficiently.

(b)iiThe committee shall establish appropriate and necessary controls over
contracts, inventory, and property management.

(c)iiThe committee may delegate any of its responsibilities to the committee
chair or to the secretary of the senate to be performed under the general supervision of
the committee.

(d)iiPolicies adopted by the administration committee must be consistent with the
provisions of this resolution. To the extent of a conflict between a policy and this
resolution, this resolution prevails.
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(e)iiPolicies adopted by the administration committee are subject to the will of
the senate, and a majority of the senate may reject or modify any policy adopted by
the committee.

SECTIONi6.iiEMPLOYMENT AND PERSONNEL POLICIES. (a)iiThe
administration committee may adopt and enforce personnel and employment policies
governing senate employees.

(b)iiThe administration committee may not adopt a policy that limits the salary of
an employee of the lieutenant governor, a senator, or a senate committee, except that
the administration committee may require approval by that committee of any senate
committee employee salary that is proposed to exceed $5,000 a month.

SECTIONi7.iiMEMBER ’S EMPLOYEE LEAVE POLICY. (a)iiAn employee of
a senator accrues vacation leave, compensatory leave, or sick leave in accordance with
policies adopted by the senator consistent with the requirements of this section.

(b)iiAn employee may accrue vacation leave, compensatory leave, or sick leave
only if the employee files a monthly time record with the senate human resources
office. Time records are due not later than the 10th day of the following month.

(c)iiCompensatory time must be used not later than the last day of the 12th
month following the month in which the time was accrued.

(d)iiAn employee is not entitled to compensation for accrued but unused
compensatory time.

SECTIONi8.iiOUTSIDE EMPLOYMENT. An employee of the senate may not
be employed by and receive compensation from any other person during the term of
senate employment without the permission of the employee ’s senate employer.

SECTIONi9.iiWORK HOURS. An employee shall report to work at the time,
and work for the number of hours, set by the employee ’s senate employer.

SECTIONi10.iiLIMIT ON MONTHLY STAFF SALARY AND TRAVEL
EXPENSES. (a)iiThe total amount of staff salaries and intrastate staff travel expenses
for each senator may not exceed $40,000.00 per month.

(b)iiThis monthly amount accrues on the first day of the month and may not be
expended prior to the month in which it accrues, but any unexpended portion for a
month may be carried forward from one month to the next and expended until the end
of the fiscal year.

(c)iiAn unexpended amount remaining at the end of the fiscal year, not to exceed
$10,000, may be carried forward to the next fiscal year. The total balance of
unexpended funds accumulated may not exceed $10,000 at the end of any fiscal
biennium.

SECTIONi11.iiSENATORS ’ EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT AND PER
DIEM. (a)iiThe secretary of the senate shall provide for the reimbursement of the
expenses of each senator and the payment of each senator ’s per diem in accordance
with law, this resolution, and the rules of the Texas Ethics Commission.

(b)iiThe per diem rate to be paid to each senator for the 84th Legislature is $150.
SECTIONi12.iiOTHER SENATE EXPENSES. (a)iiThe lieutenant governor, the

secretary of the senate, and each senator may incur expenses for carrying out official
duties, including expenses for items such as subscriptions, stationery, postage, and
telecommunications.
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(b)iiExpenses under this section shall be paid from the contingent expense fund
of the senate.

SECTIONi13.iiPAYMENT OF SALARIES AND EXPENSES. (a)iiSalaries and
expenses authorized by this resolution shall be paid from the contingent expense fund
as provided by this section.

(b)iiVouchers for payment of any expense, including salaries and travel
expenses, must be signed by the chair of the administration committee and the
secretary of the senate.

(c)iiThe administration committee shall adopt policies regarding the presentation
of timely, properly completed, and signed vouchers.

SECTIONi14.iiDESIGNATION FOR ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS AND
FUNCTIONS. (a)iiThe administration committee shall designate a senator or any
employee to attend an official meeting of a national governmental organization during
a session of the 84th Legislature. The person designated is entitled to reimbursement
for actual and necessary expenses.

(b)iiThe lieutenant governor may designate a senator to represent the senate at
ceremonies and ceremonial functions. The necessary expenses of the senator and
necessary staff for this purpose shall be paid pursuant to a budget adopted by the
administration committee.

SECTIONi15.iiELECTRONIC RECORDING BY MEMBER PROHIBITED.
No member of the senate may electronically record a private conversation held within
the brass rail on the senate floor during a legislative session without the knowledge
and consent of all participants to the conversation.

SECTIONi16.iiJOURNAL. The secretary of the senate shall provide for the
printing of not more than 250 copies of the daily journal. Of that number:

(1)ii140 shall be furnished to the house of representatives;
(2)iifour shall be furnished to the Texas State Library and Archives

Commission;
(3)iifour shall be furnished to the Legislative Reference Library; and
(4)iithe remainder shall be apportioned among the senators and the

lieutenant governor.

SR 1 was read and was adopted by the following vote:iiYeasi28, Naysi3.

Yeas:iiBettencourt, Birdwell, Campbell, Creighton, Ellis, Eltife, Estes, Fraser,
Garcia, Hancock, Hinojosa, Huffines, Huffman, Kolkhorst, Lucio, Nelson, Nichols,
Perry, Rodrı́guez, Schwertner, Seliger, L.iTaylor, Uresti, VanideiPutte, Watson, West,
Whitmire, Zaffirini.

Nays:iiBurton, Hall, V.iTaylor.

REASON FOR VOTE

Senator Hall submitted the following reason for vote on SR 1:

I, Senator Bob Hall, voted "No" on the Senate resolution solely because I am
opposed to the increase in the caucus budgets.

HALL
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REASON FOR VOTE

Senator Burton submitted the following reason for vote on SR 1:

I, Senator Burton, voted against SRi1 because I object to increasing Senate
expenditures by allocating an additional $2,000 per month for Senate offices.

BURTON

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED
TO OFFICERS OF THE SENATE

The President directed the officers of the Senate to proceed to the Bar of the
Senate.

The President administered the Constitutional Oath of Office to the officers as
follows:

I, ______________________, do solemnly swear, that I will faithfully
execute the duties of the office of ____________________ of the Senate of
the State of Texas, and will to the best of my ability preserve, protect, and
defend the Constitution and laws of the United States and of this State, so
help me God.

MOTION INWRITING

Senator Eltife offered the following Motion In Writing:

Mr. President:

I move that a committee of five Members of the Senate be appointed by the
President to notify the Governor and the House of Representatives that the Senate is
organized and ready to transact business.

ELTIFE

The Motion In Writing was read and prevailed without objection.

Accordingly, the President appointed the following Committee to Notify the
Governor and the House of Representatives:iiSenators Fraser, Chair; V.iTaylor,
Kolkhorst, Perry, and Creighton.

AT EASE

The President at 12:29ip.m. announced the Senate would stand At Ease subject
to the call of the Chair.

IN LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The President at 12:44ip.m. called the Senate to order as In Legislative Session.

GOVERNOR AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES NOTIFIED

The Committee to Notify the Governor and the House of Representatives that the
Senate was organized and ready to transact business appeared at the Bar of the Senate
and Senator Fraser notified the President and Members that the Committee had
performed its duty.
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 3

The President laid before the Senate the following resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED by the 84th Legislature, That a joint committee, composed of
six members of the senate appointed by the lieutenant governor and six members of
the house of representatives appointed by the speaker of the house, arrange for the
canvass of the votes cast for governor and lieutenant governor at the general election
held on November 4, 2014, and that a joint session of the senate and house be held in
the hall of the house of representatives at 1 p.m., on Thursday, January 15, 2015, for
the purpose of counting the votes, receiving the report, and hearing the declaration of
the results of the canvass; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the senate and house of representatives sit in joint session in
the hall of the house of representatives at 2:30 p.m., on Thursday, January 15, 2015,
and that the Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of the State of Texas, be, and is hereby,
invited to address the Regular Session of the 84th Legislature in joint session at that
time; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the senate and house of representatives sit in joint session at
11 a.m. on Tuesday, January 20, 2015, for the inauguration of the governor-elect and
lieutenant governor-elect of Texas as determined by the canvass of the votes; and, be
it further

RESOLVED, That a joint committee, composed of five members of the senate
appointed by the lieutenant governor and five members of the house of representatives
appointed by the speaker of the house, make arrangements for the joint session and
oath-taking ceremony on January 20, 2015; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the Department of Public Safety of the State of Texas be, and
is hereby, instructed to close all vehicle entrances to the Capitol grounds on Tuesday,
January 20, 2015, except for those vehicles approved by the inaugural committee as
necessary for use in connection with the ceremony and the program following.

WHITMIRE

SCR 3 was read.

On motion of Senator Whitmire, the resolution was considered immediately and
was adopted by the following vote:iiYeasi31, Naysi0.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 4

The President laid before the Senate the following resolution:

WHEREAS, Section 17, Article III, Texas Constitution, provides that neither
house of the legislature may adjourn for more than three days without the consent of
the other house; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the 84th Legislature of the State of Texas, That each house grant
the other permission to adjourn for more than three days during the period beginning
on Thursday, January 15, 2015, and ending on Tuesday, January 20, 2015.

WHITMIRE

SCR 4 was read.
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On motion of Senator Whitmire, the resolution was considered immediately and
was adopted by the following vote:iiYeasi31, Naysi0.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE
EIGHTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE, REGULAR SESSION

The President announced that the time had arrived for the election of President
Pro Tempore of the 84th Legislature, Regular Session.

Senator Zaffirini placed in nomination the name of Senator Juan "Chuy"
Hinojosa for the office of President Pro Tempore of the 84th Legislature, Regular
Session.

The nominating speech by Senator Zaffirini and the remarks made to second the
nomination are as follows:

Senator Zaffirini:iiThank you, Mr.iPresident. Mr.iPresident and Members, it is with
great honor and pleasure that I rise to nominate our wonderful friend and colleague,
Senator Juan "Chuy" Hinojosa of McAllen, to serve as our President Pro Tempore for
our 84th legislative session. In that capacity, he will not only preside often over the
Texas Senate, but also will be third in line to the governorship of Texas, and will act
as Governor of Texas whenever the Governor and Lieutenant Governor are out of
state. On those days the State of Texas truly will be in good hands under the
administration of one of our state ’s great public servants, Governor Juan "Chuy"
Hinojosa. In 1931 James Truslow Adams wrote that "life should be better and richer
and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each according to ability of
achievement" regardless of social class or circumstance of birth. Many have pursued
that notion of the American Dream. Today we honor a man who has realized it. Let ’s
start at the beginning:iiChuy started working at the age of five–picking cotton,
vegetables, and fruit in Peñitas, Texas, alongside his mother, five brothers, two sisters,
and cousins. They were exceedingly poor, and everyone had to work to put food on
the table. At the dinner table, their father, a truck driver, talked them through the pros
and cons of the options, decisions, and opportunities that lay ahead. For Esperanza
and Juan de Dios Hinojosa, the education of their children was the top priority. So
were extracurricular activities and public service: Although a farmworker through
high school, Chuy excelled in sports, leading football and basketball teams as captain,
and was elected Best All Around Senior, before he volunteered for the United States
Marines. As a 20-year-old corporal he fought in the rice paddies of Vietnam, willing
to put his life on the line for his country. When he returned from combat, thanks to
the G.I. Bill and part-time jobs, he earned his bachelor ’s degree at Pan American
University and later a law degree from Georgetown University. During his first night
in D.C., someone broke into his U-Haul and stole all his meager belongings. He
wrote an essay about this rude introduction to our nation ’s capital, entered an essay
contest–and won $500. Pessimists might have dismissed Chuy as an at-risk student or
as a low-achieving military grunt–but largely because of his parents ’ love and
inspiration–he never doubted he would succeed–and he was never afraid. He learned
to be fearless–or to have the courage to take on daunting tasks and to risk the
possibility of failure. He learned to be a problem-solver–to consider the pros and cons
of situations while striving for consensus. And he learned to be visionary–to see a
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better future beyond any dire situations. In 1981, though he had never even visited
the Capitol before, the young lawyer from McAllen was elected to the Legislature.
People laughed when he drove up to the House of Representatives in his beat-up
pick-up truck with his mattress in the back. They didn ’t laugh for long: He excelled
during his 16 years in the House, including while serving as Chair of the Local and
Consent Committee and of the Criminal Jurisprudence Committee. He ’s excelled at
even higher levels and in multiple leadership roles during his 12 years in the Texas
Senate, where he serves as Chair of the Intergovernmental Relations Committee and
Vice Chair of Finance. His leadership and effectiveness have been recognized
repeatedly as he has received almost 100 awards and honors, including being named
Border Texan of the Year, receiving the James Madison Award from the Freedom of
Information Foundation, and being named one of the 10 Best Legislators three times
by Texas Monthly and four times by Capitol Inside as one of the "Best of the Texas
Legislature." Senator Hinojosa has had an amazing impact in a wide variety of
legislative arenas. Always remembering his roots, he ’s passed landmark legislation
addressing migrant child labor laws, workers ’compensation, and small businesses.
He ’s passed equally important bills related to juveniles and justice, indigent defense,
DNA testing, and domestic violence. Perhaps most important, he ’s fought to reform
the health care system and to improve access to higher education. Last session, for
example, he was the lead author of the bill that provided access to the Permanent
University Fund and created a new university and a new medical school for South
Texas. What a life story:iiThanks to the influence of his parents, his education, and
his hard work, this child farmworker and working student who fought for our country
in the rice paddies of Vietnam, today is being elected our President Pro Tempore and
will serve as Governor of Texas, though perhaps only for a day. The lessons Senator
Hinojosa learned, coupled with simple loving memories such as going to mass on
Sunday and playing Kick the Can, are those that he shares as a role model for all
Texans, but especially with his beloved children, Ileana, Kriselda, and Johnathan. He
has lived the American Dream, but, in doing so, he also has personified Joseph
Campbell ’s definition of a hero as "someone who has devoted his or her life to
something bigger than oneself." Mr.iPresident and Members, it truly is my honor and
pleasure to nominate our friend, an American Dreamer who is as great a leader as he
is a hero, Senator Juan "Chuy" Hinojosa, to serve as President Pro Tempore of the
84th Texas Legislature.

Senator Nelson:iiThank you. Thank you, Mr. President. Senator Zaffirini, thank
you. I rise to second the nomination of Senator Juan Hinojosa as President Pro
Tempore of the Texas Senate. As you heard from Senator Zaffirini, throughout his
whole life Senator Hinojosa has been all about serving others. He did bravely
volunteer to join our United States Marine Corps and fought in Vietnam, and we are
all grateful, Senator, for your service. After returning home and completing his
education, he continued to serve others by working for the Legal Aid Society in
Nueces County before serving our state with the Attorney General ’s Office. And
there ’s another group, certainly the most important group that Senator Hinojosa has
faithfully and dutifully served, and that is his constituents. I know there are many of
them here today, and you all know that throughout, the whole time I ’ve known him,
both when he served in the House of Representatives and in the Senate, Senator
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Hinojosa has always given his constituents his best. The list of his accomplishments
for his district is long. Senator Zaffirini enumerated some of them. I can tell you that
his efforts have increased access to education, certainly to health care. He has worked
to create economic development both for his district and for our entire state and has
certainly improved the lives of the people who live in Senate District 20. Senator
Hinojosa truly cares about his district, about his constituents, and he represents them
each and every day. Now, I have served as Chairman of our Senate ’s Finance
Committee for a brief amount of time, and for that amount of time, Senator Hinojosa
has served as our Vice-chair of the Finance Committee, and it has been a distinct
pleasure. Senator Hinojosa has served on the Senate Finance Committee since 2007
and has been the Vice-chair, I believe, since 2009. He and I have served together on
the conference committees. Every bill, if the House and Senate don ’t agree, there ’s a
conference committee to work out the difference. As you can well imagine, the budget
conference committee is the big kahuna, it takes a lot of hard work, a lot of
negotiations. Senator Hinojosa and I have served on the budget conference
committee, and I believe you ’ve served on there three times or more, and he ’s always
hardworking. He works toward the end goal of a good solid budget that will serve not
just the people in his district but the entire State of Texas, and I have seen firsthand his
advocacy on behalf of all Texans for programs and services that are relied on by many
of our citizens. Senator Hinojosa and I worked together way before he was on the
Finance Committee, way before you were in the Senate, Senator. Back when he was
in the House, he was Chairman of the Criminal Jurisprudence Committee, like our
Criminal Justice Committee Senator Whitmire chairs. Over in the House it ’s the
House Criminal Jurisprudence Committee. And I worked with Senator Hinojosa on
several domestic violence issues, and, Senator, that ’s when it was very early in
gaining attention, and, fortunately, with your work it has gained a lot more attention
and we are able to better protect the victims of those horrible domestic violence
crimes. Texas is a better place because of Chuy Hinojosa. His hard work and his
dedication are unmatched. His commitment to his constituents in our state is constant.
This is an honor that he doesn ’t just deserve, but one that I know that he will execute
with the highest amount of respect and responsibility. I am proud to call Senator
Hinojosa not just my colleague but also my friend, and I am very proud to second his
nomination for President Pro Tempore. Thank you, Mr. President.

Senator Whitmire:iiThank you, Mr.iPresident and Members. For our guests to
realize the significance of this, we do have occasions where the Lieutenant Governor
has to be out of town. So, Chuy, that we affectionately call, Senator Hinojosa, will
preside. And on a very special day, the Governor will leave the state, and the
Lieutenant Governor will leave the state, and he will actually be Governor for the day.
So, it is a very significant ceremony we are having today. I have seen large numbers
of Senators come and go, having been here myself 32 years, and I wouldn ’t say what I
am about to say about most Senators, it takes a real Senator to get this label. Senator
Hinojosa is a Senator ’s Senator. Chuy, I mean that from the bottom of my heart. You
are one of our Senators. You are one that the freshmen and others can look to as a
model of what a Senator is supposed to be about. And I will touch on that in a
moment, but first I want to recognize your commitment to family. Your daughters,
Johnathan, I just know what a priority your family is. And that also makes you one of
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the special Senators. That ’s a characteristic, a character that we look to in Senators.
We ’re proud of our families. Senator Zaffirini spoke of your hardship as a young
man. I don ’t think I could, in good conscience, sit here with the people of Texas, the
quality and the character of the person we are making President Pro Tem, Members,
without pointing out that when he was in those fields with his brothers and sisters
working as a farm worker, what is not well known, at the age of five he was deported
with his siblings and his mother to Mexico. He was a U.S. citizen. He had been born
in the State of Texas in these United States. The horrible injustice that this youngster
endured did not make him bitter. He is one of the most pleasant, happiest persons to
be around, my best friend. He not only is not bitter, he committed himself to
correcting injustices. And he started as a very young man, not being drafted, but
joining the U.S. Marine Corps. And I know what he went through in Vietnam. He ’s
told me. He has scars, emotional scars of what he and his colleagues went through in
Vietnam. There is also where he received his resolve to make certain that injustices
don ’t occur. His commitment to public service is well documented as a State
Representative, as a longtime effective Senator. But back to that Senator ’s Senator,
particularly, my freshmen, you know why I call him a Senator ’s Senator? Because he
has impeccable integrity. He works hard. He ’s bipartisan. He keeps his word. You
go ask him how he ’s going to vote on a bill, he ’ll tell you, and you can put it on your
desk. In fact, Members, let me tell you, when I got here, here ’s a roll call, you needed
21 at that time. But regardless of the number you are looking for, quite frankly, in the
last couple of years you need a couple of extras. If you get 21, you better shoot for
23. If you have 19, you better make sure you still have 21 because, unfortunately, not
always in today ’s world on this Senate floor, when you work the floor, you ’ve got to
turn this in to the Lieutenant Governor to say you are ready to go with your bill. In
recent years, sometimes people forgot to tell you that they ’ve changed their mind.
When I got to the Senate, you do a checklist, and if you didn ’t get recognized that day,
you could put it in your desk, and six weeks later it would be accurate. Chuy, that ’s
the Senator you are. You ask Juan Hinojosa, will you support my bill? Can I put you
down and turn it in? Don ’t even worry about revisiting the issue, he keeps his word.
He ’s a Senator ’s Senator. He works hard. He travels back to his district on the
weekend, and, Chuy, I cannot think of a better person on this floor that we could be
giving the responsibility that we are giving you today. Mr.iPresident and Members, I
am very proud to second the nomination of Juan Hinojosa as President Pro Tempore.
Thank you.

Senator Eltife:iiThank you, Mr.iPresident and Members. I am honored to rise and
second the nomination to elect Senator Chuy Hinojosa as our President Pro Tem. As
we are gathered here today with newly elected Senators and family and friends, we all
have different perspectives and thoughts about politics and the Texas Senate in
particular. We look at Washington and we see total partisan gridlock. We just ended a
bruising campaign season. I can understand why the public can be so cynical about
the political process. However, that is just not what I think about when I think about
the Texas Senate. I think about 31 Members who come from all walks of life and who
sacrifice time away from their families and their work to serve their constituents.
Most of all, I think about my friendships that I ’ve made here serving in the Texas
Senate. None of those friendships means more to me than that of Chuy Hinojosa. It ’s
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not about politics. It ’s about the people. And Senator Hinojosa rises above the politics
and puts the people of Texas first. I have immense respect for his leadership, his
character, and his integrity. A proud Marine who served in Vietnam, he was not
drafted, he volunteered to serve our country. When awarded the Champion for
Children Award in 2012, Senator Hinojosa said this:iiThere is no constituency more
important than our youngest, and there is no special interest greater than our children.
He has received awards from the Boys and Girls Club of America, Court Appointed
Special Advocates (CASA), Boy Scouts of America, and many other organizations.
Members, these are not political organizations. These are nonprofit organizations that
Senator Hinojosa has spent time serving in his community. We could spend the rest of
the day going over his legislative accomplishments, but to me what is most important
is his willingness to rise above politics, work to solve problems and do what is in the
best interest of this state. So, when I think about the Texas Senate, I think about my
friendships, I think about leadership, I think about sacrifice, and I think about Senator
Hinojosa. Philippians 2:4 says, Each of you should look not only to your own interest
but also to the interest of others. Senator Hinojosa, you are a shining example of
living out this passage every day. I ’m proud to call you my friend, and, Mr.iPresident,
I am proud to second the nomination for Chuy Hinojosa as President Pro Tem.

Senator Uresti:iiThank you, Mr.iPresident and Members. Ladies and gentlemen,
good afternoon. Today, like my colleagues before me, I proudly rise to nominate my
good friend and fellow Marine, Senator Juan Hinojosa. Now, we all know Senator
Hinojosa as Senator for the many sacrifices that he has made serving his district for so
many years. But we also know him, Senator Nelson, as the Vice-chair of Finance, and
he has a real knack for numbers. Dean Whitmire, you know this. Where some might
see just a number on a line in the budget, Senator Hinojosa, Vice-chair Hinojosa, sees
the face of a child or a family struggling to put their eldest daughter through college.
Senator Hall, Texans from McAllen to Plainview, El Paso to Dallas, they know
Senator Hinojosa as a friend and also as an advocate, poring over budgets to ensure
that our schools have enough teachers in the classroom, businesses have roads to get
their goods to market, and the frail or the elderly have the medicine they need to get
well. Senator Kolkhorst, Senator Hinojosa knows that if Texas is to be even better in
the future than she is today, then we are going to have to make the investments
necessary to make that happen. Being a Marine myself and the father of a Marine, my
son, Carlos Jr., I know that Senator Hinojosa as Corporal Hinojosa for the sacrifices
he made defending our country. Leading men into battle is no easy task, especially
during Vietnam. It took real leadership, as he demonstrates today. Senator Huffines,
for him to be such a young man and to go from leading classmates on the football
field one year before to leading soldiers in Vietnam takes real courage. We benefit,
Members, from those skills and that leadership here under this dome. He served in
places like Chu Lai, Da Nang, Khe Sanh, and Sai Gon so that places like Houston,
Tyler, Brenham, McAllen, and Lubbock can enjoy the freedoms that make Texas
unique. Senator Campbell, the truth is, though, I ’m not so sure that many of you
Members are ready to have a Marine as Pro Tempore. Now, Senator Van Taylor,
where are you Senator Van Taylor, another Marine, I think we ’re ready. I ’m not too
sure about the rest of the Members, because when Governor Hinojosa presides, he ’s
going to run a tight ship. So, by the time the Lieutenant Governor and the Governor
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leaves, Senator Fraser, I expect you to shave that beard that you ’re growing. Senator
Birdwell, I hope you start doing your Marine Corps pushups. And if we don ’t start on
time, Senator Garcia, and some of you are late, some of you may be peeling potatoes
in the Capitol Grill for Governor Hinojosa. But on a serious note, he has served our
country and our state admirably. Many of his accomplishments on behalf of our
military have been in his time as a civil legislator. He ’s authorized legislation that
created the Texas Capitol Vietnam Monument on the Texas Capitol grounds. And
he ’s quoted, Senator VanideiPutte, as saying, We remember our soldiers so their
memory doesn ’t die. The monument will be here in the Capitol to honor those who
have given their life for their country and to welcome those who came back home. As
Marines, we live by a code, Semper Fidelis, or as Senator Zaffirini likes to correct me,
Semper Fee-delis, Semper Fi, and it means always faithful. Always faithful to your
god, country, to Corps, and to your family, the same attributes you ’ve heard
mentioned today about our President Pro Tempore Hinojosa. He is the epitome of that
model. That is why he ’s so successful, respected, and admired. To the new Members,
I submit to you that if you follow Senator Hinojosa ’s lead, you will never ever go
wrong. So, to my colleague and my good friend, in closing, as a Marine, Senator
Hinojosa, you may not be as lean, you may not be as mean, but you are still a fine
United States Marine. So, with that, Mr.iPresident and Members, it is a great honor, I
nominate our friend, Senator Juan Hinojosa.

On motion of Senator Zaffirini, Senator Hinojosa was elected President Pro
Tempore by acclamation.

The President declared that the Honorable Juan "Chuy" Hinojosa had been duly
elected President Pro Tempore of the 84th Legislature, Regular Session, by
acclamation.

The President appointed the following committee to escort Senator Hinojosa and
his family to the President ’s Rostrum:iiSenators Zaffirini, Chair; Nelson, Rodrı́guez,
Uresti, and Whitmire.

Senator Hinojosa and his party were then escorted to the President ’s Rostrum by
the committee.

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED

The President administered the Constitutional Oath of Office to Senator Hinojosa
as follows:

I, Juan "Chuy" Hinojosa, do solemnly swear, that I will faithfully execute
the duties of the office of President Pro Tempore of the Senate of the State
of Texas, and will to the best of my ability preserve, protect, and defend the
Constitution and laws of the United States and of this state, so help me God.

ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

President Pro Tempore Hinojosa addressed the Senate as follows:

Thank you. Thank you, thank you so much. Thank you. It ’s really an
honor, thank you. Just want to thank all the colleagues and Senators who
nominated me for their kind words. Want to thank my colleagues, I feel so
honored to be here. I want to thank my good friend, Lieutenant Governor
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Dewhurst, and welcome all my new colleagues to the Texas Senate, their
families, friends, and our special guests. They told me I could say anything I
wanted to, so I will. They said don ’t make it too long, so I won ’t. But for me
this is a very proud moment, and I would like to share with you some of my
experiences and lessons of life. And it is true, Senator Zaffirini, that I come
from a large family. My father was a truck driver working two jobs, fixing
flats at night, driving a truck at day. And, yes, I was picking tomatoes with
my mom when the border patrol came by, and she was not here legally, she
was undocumented, and at that time there was no due process. So, they took
me and my mom to the bridge at Reynosa in Mexico and walked us across.
But it ’s pretty interesting because I lived for about a year, we lived for about
a year in Reynosa. My father worked towards correcting and getting her
proper documentation. In Reynosa we lived behind a small shack, behind a
cantina, so all night long could hear the music and the dancing. So, at night,
sometimes we would sneak under the bed, I do remember that, and look
through the cracks and watch the barmaids dance with the customers. And I
think, Senator Nelson, that ’s where I really learned how to dance and enjoy
dancing, which I really enjoy dancing, a lot of Tex-Mex and a lot of country
and western. But for me, when I came back, my father and mother always
talked about work and get an education. Work is so important, it ’s a work
ethic, because if you don ’t work, you cannot support your family. If you
don ’t work, you cannot contribute to our community. So, I learned how to
work at a very young age. Besides picking cotton, tomatoes, carrots, onions,
washing dishes, you name it, I ’ve done it. And I remember one day when I
was picking cotton on a hot summer day, I said to myself there has to be a
better way to make a living. And there is, get an education. Get an
education. My parents always, always pushed on my brothers and sisters
and my two cousins, who they raised, to get an education. An education is
the best equalizer we have in our society. Education gives you knowledge,
knowledge gives the power to succeed. And, too, for that I ’m very grateful
to my parents. They never, never kept us out of school and always pushed
us. And I went to four different elementary schools in Mission. Mission is a
small community west of McAllen, is very family oriented, and the four
elementary schools that I attended were all south of the tracks, and they
were de facto segregated. Now, I ’m not sure what de facto means, but I
learned that fancy word in law school at Georgetown. But the reality at that
time was that it was all Hispanics. But as I moved through the public school
system, we had only one high school, Mission High School. And for the
first time, we had Hispanics and Anglos in the same school, the same
classroom. And it was a really amazing experience, the meeting of cultures,
in that we liked each other. We played sports together, we would exchange
tacos for sandwiches. And what was really amazing is that there was a first
time that there was really a merging of the two cultures. For me it was a
great lesson in my life that we treat everyone with dignity and respect.
That ’s what I learned from my high school friends, that there was no
difference, whether you ’re brown, white, or black or yellow or green. We ’re
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all humans, we ’re all people. We all live in the same community and share
our families. But when I graduated from high school, I was somewhat
bored, quite frankly, after playing football, basketball. I like action. But
there was a war going on in Vietnam, and for me it was important that I
serve my country. And I volunteered for the United States Marine Corps.
And I have to tell you, quite frankly, I didn ’t know what I was getting
myself into. I found out the first night in boot camp, and I said, O my God,
well, Lord, let all this be a nightmare and I wake up in the morning, smell
my mama ’s tortillas, rice, and beans. But I was in. And it ’s really amazing
the training we get in our military. They really teach us a lot of skills, how
to be leaders, how to be team players. So, three months later I find myself in
Vietnam. And, quite frankly, there were a whole bunch of other Marines that
were 19, 20-years old. And, and the reality is, while we ’re well trained,
we ’re all scared, young people from all over our country. And I remember I
had a 35 millimeter camera. I thought I was a tourist, that is until Viet Cong
started taking shots at us. We shot back. Then I lost my camera. But my
experience in Vietnam also shaped who I am today, because in Vietnam it ’s
really the soldier, the American soldier protects our freedom and our liberty.
I met in my squad Ancio from the Bronx in New York. We had two
hillbillies out of West Virginia. We had Connicky out of Tennessee, whose
ancestors were from Germany. We had the son out of, of a preacher out of
Alabama. We had a rancher out of West Texas, bronco rider out of El Paso.
We had a cornhusker out of Nebraska. We had some other Marines out of
L.A., from all over the country. What was amazing is how we bonded, how
we were family, how we stood together, willing to cover each other and die
for each other. It ’s a very special bonding that when you experience that, it
forever changes your life. And when I came back–and actually I lost three
of my high school classmates who died in Vietnam fighting for our country,
and I never forget that because for me every day is a special day, every day
is a positive day–but when I got back to the good old U.S., I realized what a
great country we live in, the opportunities that we have. I was very
motivated because after you experience being in a war or experience living
in other countries, there ’s nothing like good old USA. So, I went back to
college, and I graduated in two and a half years, with honors, working 35
hours a week unloading mail trucks in the United States Post Office in
McAllen. Now, at that time, I wanted to be a lawyer, and everybody laughed
at me. Chuy, you can ’t even speak English and want to be a lawyer. Some
people think, still think I can ’t, but I get by. And, and the reality is that I
received a scholarship to attend law school at Georgetown, Washington,
D.C. And it ’s pretty interesting, but as soon as I graduated, I came back to
Texas. I attended Georgetown in Washington, D.C., and the Capital,
Washington, D.C., is a good place to visit, but I wouldn ’t want to live there.
They think they know everything. They don ’t. Well, when I came back, I
worked in different jobs, but the number one job that I worked was as an
Assistant Attorney General under John Hill and Mark White. But John Hill
was my mentor about politics, about how to participate and contribute to the
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community. So, I learned a lot of the basics, telephone banking, going house
to house, how to organize the message, and I decided to run for public
office because I wanted to serve the public. But from Vietnam I really
learned how to appreciate our country. So, there I am, I want to run for State
Rep, there was an opening, it was an open seat. So, nobody gave me much
of a chance of me winning the race, but I ran. So, I had my family and my
high school friends go to door to door, door to door, all over the district.
Well, I never got discouraged, but my first fundraiser was at a special event
center that seated 3,000 people. A Country Rolling was my fundraising
banner. But only 13 people showed up. They were all my family. But I
didn ’t give up. And guess what, I won. And I learned a lot, to stay away
from negative people. Stay away from naysayers. You ’ve got to be positive,
be confident, believe in yourself, and push, and work. Now, Governor
Dewhurst, the first event after I won–and I had a Republican opponent, and
I ran as a Democrat. I thought there were only Democrats in the Valley, but
there wasn ’t–so here I am, I get invited for my first event as a State Rep.
Maggie Trujillo, a friend of mine, and Eddie Lucio, Senator Lucio, you
know Maggie Trujillo from McAllen, invited me to go give a speech at a
special event in the Holidome in McAllen. So, I show up, and Maggie
introduces me, and I ’m still in campaign mode, you know. What do I do? I
start talking about the Republicans. I say, you know, those Republicans,
they ought to be ashamed of themselves. They said they wouldn ’t cut
education, they lied, they cut education. Shame, shame, shame. And you
know what, those Republicans said they wouldn ’t cut Medicaid. Well, they
lied again, they cut Medicaid. Shame, shame, shame. So, the audience is
just staring at me, stonefaced. So, Maggie, who I did not know was a
Republican, whispers in my ear, hey, dummy, it ’s a Republican event. I
said, O my God. You know what, those Democrats, they lie, too. Shame,
shame, shame on them. So, I learned, you know, here in the Legislature,
and in public office, we ought to be independent in thought. The vast
majority of issues are not partisan issues. They ’re issues dealing with public
policy, how to make government work, trying to solve problems, how to
make our state a better place to live. And many times we receive and get a
lot of pressure from outside groups that are very powerful groups in terms
of funding, in terms of campaigns. But for us, our focus ought to be on not
voting Democrat, not voting Republican, but voting in what ’s best for our
country, what ’s best for our state, what ’s best for our family. And for us
here in the Legislature, we work together in trying to solve many issues. On
transportation we made a lot of progress in trying to find a steady source of
revenue for our transportation needs. As our economy continues to grow,
Texas still leads the country in the creation of new jobs. There ’s a reason for
that. Because here, in the Senate, in the Texas Legislature, we work
together. We don ’t have the same partisan, partisanship that they have in
Washington, D.C., where they can ’t get anything done. And I will tell you
that we also work on water, we also work in public education, but border
security ’s an issue that I just want to mention very briefly. You know, border
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security, we as a country and as a state have the right, the responsibility to
define and defend our borders. And border security is a problem. We have
issues, what ’s happening along the Border. But my position is from
someone who lives there, who was raised there, my family lives there, work
there, is that our law enforcement are doing an excellent job in dealing with
the issues. Our DPS and the searches are working. We ’re moving more
game wardens who know the backroads, they know the river, they know the
ranches and the farms, where a lot of the smuggling ’s coming through. And
what I would suggest, that let us help our law enforcement do a better job. I
think the national, the use of the National Guard, I don ’t agree with that, for
the simple reason that while I ’m very proud of our National Guard ’s people,
I think we could be, make better use of that money by maybe raising the
salaries of our DPS, at the same time hiring more game wardens. Our DPS
officers, who get paid by our state, their salaries are not competitive with
many of our police officers in our cities. And what happens then is that we
lose them. We have pretty close to 200 vacancies at DPS. And our DPS
people, I ’m very proud of them because they, when they come down to the
Valley on searches, they do a very good job. I think we ’re better off
stationing a company of Texas Rangers down in the Valley, because we
need more investigators. But that ’s just my, my opinion that, for us, we
should not militarize the Border. We ’re not at war with Mexico, we have no
other issues, and we ’ve got to approach it in a smart way. We have over a
billion dollars a day in commerce and trade with Mexico. So, there is
mutual benefit for our state and the country of Mexico. But with that, I ’ll tell
you, the difference between now and compared when I was a young Marine
is, when I was a young Marine, when you told me to charge, I would
charge. I wouldn ’t ask any questions. Now, I ’m older, hopefully wiser, you
tell me to charge, whoa, wait a minute. Let ’s talk about this, let ’s form a
committee and do a study. There ’s always a way out, right? But I did learn
quite a bit, and for me, I ’m just very proud to be the President Pro Tem. I
will also tell you that for all of us who serve the public, there is nothing
more rewarding than making a difference for the better in the lives of others,
in making sure our state is a better place to live for all our families. I ’m very
thankful that we live in this great country of the United States of America.
Thank you so much. Semper Fi.

(President Pro Tempore Hinojosa in Chair)

SENATE RESOLUTION 2

Senator Eltife offered the following resolution:

WHEREAS, The Texas Senate takes great pride in recognizing the Honorable
David H. Dewhurst for his distinguished service as the 41st lieutenant governor of
Texas and for his many contributions to this state and country over the course of his
outstanding career in public service; and

WHEREAS, David Dewhurst is well known for his expertise in a wide variety of
fields; in addition to being a respected state leader whose service as lieutenant
governor of Texas deserves the highest of accolades, he is also a successful
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businessman, a rancher, a cattle breeder, a community leader, and a world-ranked
cutting-horse rider who was inducted into the Texas Rodeo Cowboy Hall of Fame;
and

WHEREAS, Long before launching his political career, David Dewhurst was
known as a hard worker and a high achiever who was focused on a life of service; as a
young man, he served his country with distinction as an officer in the United States
Air Force; he went on to become a case officer in the Central Intelligence Agency, and
he later served in the United States Department of State; and

WHEREAS, After his return to Texas, he established his own diversified energy
and investments company and began serving as finance chair of the state ’s Republican
Party; he played a major role in the election of many Republican candidates to office,
and in 1998, he entered the political arena himself and became the first Republican
since Reconstruction to be elected commissioner of the Texas General Land Office;
and

WHEREAS, David Dewhurst was elected lieutenant governor of Texas in 2002,
and he has served as president of the Texas Senate longer than all but one of his
predecessors; he has presided over six regular sessions and 12 special sessions, and
during his tenure, he has successfully balanced five state budgets without raising
taxes, helped the legislature to pass the largest tax cut in state history, and played an
important role in bringing about a notable reduction in state spending; and

WHEREAS, Governor Dewhurst has overseen the significant growth of the rainy
day fund and has been instrumental in the addition of more than 1.6 million new
private sector jobs in the state; his leadership was key to the 2006 passage of
landmark school finance reform and, in 2009, to the establishment of the framework
for creating more tier-one state universities; and

WHEREAS, A true statesman who is known for his integrity and high standards,
David Dewhurst has been committed to ensuring the passage of legislation that is in
the best interest of this state and its future; he has championed fiscally and socially
conservative laws and policies, and his leadership and diligence have helped to make
the Texas economy one of the strongest in the nation; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his career, David Dewhurst has pursued a course of
excellence, and he deserves praise and deepest appreciation for his dedication to
service and for his countless accomplishments on our state ’s behalf; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That the Senate of the State of Texas, 84th Legislature, hereby pay
tribute to Lieutenant Governor David H. Dewhurst for his many achievements and for
his invaluable contributions to our state while serving as the presiding officer of the
Texas Senate; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be prepared for Lieutenant
Governor David Dewhurst as an expression of the highest esteem of the Texas Senate.

SR 2 was read and was adopted without objection.

REMARKS ORDERED PRINTED

Senators Eltife, Zaffirini, Hancock, Nelson, and Whitmire addressed the Senate
regarding SR 2 as follows:
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Senator Eltife:iiThank you, Mr.iPresident. Mr.iPresident and Members, it is an honor
for us to present this resolution here today to our leader, Governor David Dewhurst.
Governor, it ’s been a tremendous honor to serve under your leadership. I ’m honored
to call you my friend. The State of Texas is a better place because of your service.
And to Trish, thank you for your sacrifice. All of us on this floor know that the
families of elected officials make a gigantic sacrifice, and we appreciate you. We ’ll
never forget your leadership, your friendship, and your service to the State of Texas.
May God bless you and may God bless your entire family. Thank you, Mr.iPresident.

Senator Zaffirini:iiThank you, Mr.iPresident. Mr. President and Members, only 10
of us have served with Lieutenant Governor Dewhurst since he arrived in our
Chamber in 2003. Many thought he was just another pretty face with a lot of money.
Soon everyone realized not only how serious and studied he was, but also what a
skilled negotiator and bipartisan leader he was. In preparing for today, I reviewed my
speeches about our Lieutenant Governor. Most of them weren ’t helpful, because, you
see, most of them were roasts. My favorite was titled, Everything I know about
Lieutenant Governor David Dewhurst I learned in the Senate ladies restroom. But we
won ’t go there. Throughout the years I talked about his negotiating skills, including
how he led the passage of hundreds, if not thousands of bills, with unanimous votes
over the years; how he garnered support for appropriations bills with bipartisan
support, even in 2005 when we faced a $10 billion shortfall; and how he brought
Republicans and Democrats together to pass controversial bills in areas as diverse as
tort reform, deregulation, and asbestos. Time and time again he precluded filibusters,
sometimes negotiating, sometimes imploring Senators not to run the clock. Senator
Leticia VanideiPutte told the best story about his humility, his lack of pride: Toward
the end of session he knelt by her side and begged her not to filibuster. She said,
Governor Dewhurst, please get up! You ’re making me nervous. The last time a man
knelt by my side with a proposal, I got pregnant six times! Lieutenant Governor
Dewhurst will be remembered for many accomplishments, including his leadership in
health and human services. He helped craft and pass bills to protect foster children,
abused and neglected children, and the elderly. He supported efforts to fund CHIP and
programs for low-income pregnant women. And he prioritized funding for persons
with intellectual, physical, and emotional disabilities, with an emphasis on helping
them enjoy the independence of living in the community. Our Lieutenant Governor
also will be remembered for his championship of higher education. He created an
independent committee for higher education. He championed excellence not only in
the teaching and learning process, but also through the contribution to the field of
knowledge through discovery, innovation, and research. And in 2006 he used his
legislative leadership, muscle, and skill to ensure our passage of my tuition revenue
bond bill that provided $1.9 billion in tuition revenue bonds for 63 construction
projects at 48 universities and health science centers. Few would have guessed that
the little boy from Houston who was only two when his father, a World War II hero,
was killed by a drunk driver, would grow up to be our Texas Land Commissioner and
then our Lieutenant Governor. Known for his wealth, few would have guessed that as
a child he would have qualified for CHIP, if not Medicaid, and that he climbed from
tragedy to triumph because he took advantage of opportunities such as a public school
education. All would agree, however, that he personifies the words of Henry
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Wadsworth Longfellow, Lives of great men all remind us we can make our lives
sublime, and, departing, leave behind us footprints in the sands of time. Governor
Dewhurst, your footprints will lead others down many trails of success for many
years, for you have left them in the sands of time. Thank you, Governor Dewhurst,
for your years of leadership and service, for everything you did in so many
arenas–particularly health and human services and education, and for your
commitment to build a better Texas. My prayer is that the Lord will continue to bless
you and yours and that He will inspire you to continue to excel. May you also
personify the words of Robert Browning, The best is yet to be. Thank you so much.

Senator Hancock:iiThank you, Mr.iPresident. Members and guests, we ’re honored
that you ’re gathered with us here today, not only for the swearing in, for the
recognition of a man who gave so much and a family who gave so much to the great
State of Texas. Governor, a couple of things as I stand, and it is indeed an honor to
speak on your behalf, I promise I will not comment on your pretty face, nor will I call
you a cute little boy, must be here longer than one term in order to do those things. It ’s
true that when you started here in the Senate, governing the Senate and presiding over
it, I was nothing more than a school board member at a local district. I knew your
name, I knew your commercials, you spent a lot of money on commercials in the few
years you were an elected official. I ’m sure the TV stations thank you for that. And
then I came to the House, and was elected to the House, served three years over there,
and I knew your name, and then I knew your face, but I also knew that not anybody
had to speak to me when I came over here. You learn that very quickly when you ’re in
the House. It was last session that I got to know you personally. We met, as you do
with all the Senators, and I got to find out a little bit about the man, the businessman,
David Dewhurst. I got to find out about your dedication, not simply to this job but to
your service in the Air Force, your dedication to the nation, through your service here
as Lieutenant Governor, as Land Commissioner, your service to the state. I got to find
out about the frustration that many of us feel as Senators when we find out that our
legislation ’s tied up in your office because you want to look at every piece of
legislation before it ever comes to the floor. And the frustration in that puts a smile on
my face because in the last few days and just recent hours, we ’ve got to see the heart
of David Dewhurst, in private meetings with the Senators, and your compassion for
this place. You see, you didn ’t look at every piece of legislation simply to show your
power over us, in fact, you were just the opposite. You wanted to look at every piece
of legislation because of your love for this state and to make sure that you left it in a
better place than you found it when you were first elected. Being a businessman
myself and a numbers guy, I ’ve looked over some of those historical numbers, and let
me say before this audience and before you, thank you, for, indeed, Texas is a better
place because of David Dewhurst. We haven ’t seen the last of David Dewhurst, I ’m
certain, because that love doesn ’t go away. That concern for this great place and this
great state that we reside in will not leave Lieutenant Governor David Dewhurst when
he steps down from office. We ’ve seen in his heart that that cannot change, but we
look forward to the opportunities that lay ahead. We look forward to hearing from you
again, as you seek to make this state even greater than it is today. I want to thank you,
and I have thanked you before. As a freshman Member coming from the House and
coming over here, I knew that it was very important my freshman year to watch, to

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 SENATE JOURNAL 21



learn, to listen, and to keep my mouth shut most of the time. But I ’ll never forget the
day that you called me into your office and you, our Lieutenant Governor, asked this
freshman, Kelly, what do you think about, I don ’t even remember the issue–it pales to
the memory of your willingness to listen to a Member who really, I didn ’t even know
what I didn ’t know–because you knew that every Member of this body brings
something, and as the Presiding Officer, you wanted to find out what that was from
every Member. I thank you for your leadership. I thank you for your friendship. I
thank you for your heart and dedication, and, Tricia, the family as well, for making
Texas Texas. Thank you.

Senator Nelson:iiThank you. I, too, rise in support of this resolution honoring a man
who has faithfully served this body and our state for the last 12 years. Now, I want to
tell you all about the first time that I ever heard of our Lieutenant Governor, and it was
actually before he was even Land Commissioner. I was at a conference for the Texas
Federation of Republican Women, those are the red-jacket women that storm our
Capitol every session, and I was at a conference for Texas Federation of Republican
Women, and I went into my hotel room, and there was a yellow rose lying in my hotel
room from a guy named David Dewhurst. And I wondered if I had a secret admirer,
but I soon learned that not only did he put a rose in my room but there was a yellow
rose in the room of every woman who was attending the conference that year, shows
you what a wise man our Lieutenant Governor is. Governor Dewhurst, you ’ve heard
about the long and distinguished career that our Lieutenant Governor has had. In
addition to his service in the Senate, he served in the United States Air Force and the
Central Intelligence Agency. He has had a very successful business career, and, of
course, we are also all very familiar with his exploits as champion cutting horse rider.
During his time in the Senate, Governor Dewhurst has been a strong advocate for
public health and a defender of children. And I think, Governor, you ’re going to be
remembered for a lot of things, but the thing that just sticks close to my heart is the
Jessica ’s Law. He was the driving force behind Jessica ’s Law to protect children from
sexual exploitation. He worked very hard to protect student athletes by promoting
defibrillators at our sporting events. Together we worked on countless numbers of
health-related bills, human service-related bills that improved the overall efficiency
and quality of our health care system, and we ’re all grateful for that. He is also a
loving father and a husband, and I know he ’s looking forward to having a little bit
more time to spend with you, Tricia, and your wonderful daughter. We want to thank
you, Governor Dewhurst, for your many years of service, your hard work and your
dedication has been appreciated, not just in this Chamber but throughout our State of
Texas. Thank you, Governor.

Senator Whitmire:iiThank you, Mr. President. Senator Eltife, I want to thank you
for bringing us together for the opportunity to honor a special person and great Texan.
David, I want to publicly thank you for our friendship, our personal friendship, and
our important professional relationship. I know how close you were to your mother,
and probably your mother told you what most of our mothers have told us, you ’re
known by the people that you keep company with. She ’d be very proud of you. I
know she lived to see you rise in state politics and be a very successful businessman.
And I also know where you got the genes for public service, having read and talked to
you about your father ’s heroic, multiple hundreds of flights across Europe in a bomber
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to protect the United States. So, I thank you. I know how important family is. I know
that it ’s the highest priority to be with your wife, Tricia, and your daughter, Carolyn,
another Senate trait. Thank you for bringing us together. I can remember when all 31
of us, in a hot special session, got on a yellow school bus and went to East Austin and
focused on property taxes and school reform. Thank you. I don ’t know that that ’s ever
been done before, and it ’ll probably be a long time before we do that again. In closing,
let me tell you, I ’ve served with six Lieutenant Governors:ii Hobby, Bullock, Perry,
Ellis, Ratliff, and Dewhurst. Each one of them brought special talents, expertise.
Hobby, from a very political prominent family; Bob Bullock, one of the toughest
public officials and persons that you ’d ever have to deal with; Rick Perry has made his
fine record; Ellis got us through a very difficult time when we were in transition after
Governor Bush had been elected and Governor Perry moved up; then Ratliff was
chosen by his colleagues. They all made an impression but, Governor Dewhurst, I can
tell you that none of them, as talented as they were, and with their timing, could ’ve
done the job that you ’ve done the last 12 years because of the challenges and the
economy, the challenges of tremendous growth, the diversity of this state. None of
them, fine public servants, could ’ve met the challenges as well as you have because of
your character, your preparation, and, in particular, your business experience.
Members, we are the envy of the nation, our economy. People are moving here by
approximately 1,500 people a day, as we ’ve been here, probably about close to 1,500
have moved to the state. David, you get credit for a lot of that success in our economy,
and I ’ve been in multiple meetings with other Senators, your quick mind but your
business experience that you brought here. So, I ’m here to recognize you for the
success in the state ’s economy, as the envy of the nation, you get a lot of the credit.
And let me close by telling you, we don ’t want you to go very far. We ’re going to
need your advice and counsel. You ’re a state asset, and we look forward to working
with you in the future. Thank you.

REMARKS BY LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR DEWHURST

If you would, please be seated. Thank you. Well, I ’m going to blow my
image of being formal. Your comments were so nice, I lost my contact. So,
what I ’ve been doing behind Chuy is trying to figure out, without any water,
anything, any saline solution, how to get the contact back in my eye. So, if
you want to say something to me, would you speak up so I can hear where
you are. Sort of hard to see, so I ’m going to put this contact right here and
try to get it back in my eye in a few minutes, but thank you for those kind
words. As I told the Senators earlier today, leaving is only emotional when
you think, hey, and pardon the cowboy theme, but I ’ve always enjoyed
saddling up and riding off into battle, y ’all. So, I look forward to having the
opportunity to saddle up and be supportive of what you ’re doing because
what you do, most people don ’t understand, is so important. I mean, state
government touches the lives of Texans in so many more ways than the
federal government does, and to do it with a citizen legislature, alright, that
gets paid the astronomical number of 20 bucks a day, whether you earned it
or not, you know, it ’s just amazing, just amazing. And so, I appreciate those
words, and I appreciate what you do because just listening to you, I felt
overwhelmed, knowing all the words that have been said in this Chamber
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by so many people with such big hearts, all wanting to do the right thing.
This Senate Chamber is an amazing place, it really, really is. I ’ll never forget
when I was debating whether or not I would ever run for public service and
considering whether I ’d run for the Texas Land Commission. I was talking
to a man that served in the Texas House of Representatives, by this time he
was 88, 90-years old, a former United States Congressman. And he said,
David, run. And I said, why? And he said, because you ’re a good man and
it ’ll make you a better man. And what I ’ve seen in all of you friends,
colleagues, is that this process, when we put our eyes on Texas, put our eyes
on Texas, keeping in mind that whenever we lift our eyes, and I ’m a
religious person and you all are, too, but many times I ’ve lifted my eyes,
figuratively, to the Lord for inspiration, and in that process I ’ve noticed and
you ’ve noticed five words on each lamp, T-E-X-A-S. And so, by putting our
focus on what is in the best interest of 27 million people, I think, certainly
over the last 12 years, we ’ve been able to make a difference, make this a
little better, more opportunity, and if there ’s a word that describes David
Dewhurst, it ’s opportunity. Because why else would a guy that really wasn ’t
that good of a basketball player, as I went out to the University of Arizona
and I gave a commencement address two or three years ago, I thought I ’d
get their attention, so I started off by saying, you know, I ’m not sure why
I ’m here. There was a murmur. And I said, my junior year here, great
basketball program, I said, it ’s not that I still remember this, it ’s not that it
still bothers me at all, but you retired me but not my number. And so, but,
not a great basketball player coming from humble upbringing, but Texas,
T-E-X-A-S, has given me, given you, given so many fellow Texans so much
opportunity. And that ’s, that ’s the deal of the day, what we conservatives
want to see, get government out of the way and make sure there ’s justice
and then let people do as much as they can. Our Senate is a melting pot of
ideas, different viewpoints, and we all know that the Legislature ’s designed
to kill bills, not pass bills. But this is where the work, at least for the upper
Chamber, occurs, right here, and I want to congratulate each and every one
of you. We ’ve had our disagreements, but as I said in the caucus, and we ’ve
heard here, the vast majority of what we do, we can reach an agreement on.
Early on my first year in the Legislature in 2003, we had a problem with the
flight of doctors from the State of Texas, we ’re losing 1,000 doctors a year.
And Bruce Gibson was my Chief of Staff those first four years, and he said,
just relax, David, don ’t lead on medical malpractice reform. Let the House
send it over, they ’ll mess it up, then we can fix it, and we did. And as a
result, our medical malpractice rates fell over 50 percent, instead of losing
1,000 doctors a year since 2003. The rest is history. We ’ve got some 35,000
new doctors that have been licensed to practice, and it goes on and on. And
I didn ’t think I was ever going to pass asbestos reform. It took two sessions,
but working together we got an agreement, great bill, toll the statute of
limitations, and we focus on helping people that had been hurt. We passed
that bill 31 to 0. I can remember, right here, as I gaveled, there being 31
ayes and no nays, and I said, not meaning to, unbelievable. And we could
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go on, we could fill the afternoon, but I ’m not going to do that, but just with
so many stories about how 31 Members came together. That is truly
remarkable. Leading this process over the last 12 years has been the biggest
honor of my lifetime, other than Tricia saying, yes. And we really don ’t
have time to talk about all the things that you all have done, and even the
new Senators, the things that you ’re going to do. But I think we ’ve made
Texas better. More people with jobs than ever in the history of the State of
Texas, crime rate is down, and if you look at the statistics, our children are
getting a better education. Of all the things I could talk about and the reason
I lost my contact is because of the relationships. When Chuy came up on the
podium just a moment ago, sometimes I can ’t understand him, but it ’s easy
to see what ’s in his heart. And so, he said–see, Zaffirini told me, think about
something funny, alright, I ’m thinking about something funny–and he said,
good to see you, my friend. I ’ve got so many good friends, Republicans,
Democrats, I ’m going to miss you. You ’re great. And to our new Senators,
I ’m really impressed with the new group of our Senators. You have so
much ability and you ’ve got so much enthusiasm. If I was still going to be
here, Konni, thanks for all the things we heard. And I thought that was cute
last night by General Abbott, he wants to play poker with you because you
don ’t have a poker face. That was cute. But we ’ve got amazing Senators,
we ’ve got amazing staffers who support each and every one of us, amazing
Senate employees who keep this whole place moving. My own amazing
staff, I think the best in the Capitol, who are still hard at work. But most of
all, and I want to repeat what was said a few moments ago, I think the
hardest job in the Texas Senate is being a spouse. That ’s the hardest job,
because we ’re expecting you to keep everything going while we ’re not
home with you, and then when we finally get home, and we get phone calls,
and we ’re busy on our computer, to still be smiling and still be happy. I
think it ’s the toughest job, and so, I just want to say to Tricia and Carolyn,
love you and thank you for everything that you do. To all my fellow Texans,
I ’d like to say, thank you. I ’m humbled by the faith that you put in me for
the last 12 years, and I also want to say, thank you for all the support and
faith that you have put in to all of you, all of you Members. It is an honor to
serve and it ’s our honor to serve you. And I believe that the new leadership
team believes that. Let me just end with this note. Another man, years and
years ago, completely different circumstances, when you hear the sentence,
you ’ll probably figure out who he is, but another man in a farewell speech,
different circumstances, many years ago, said something, and the sentiment
is true. And I say for myself, today I consider myself the luckiest man on
the face of the Earth, the luckiest man on the face of the Earth. You know, I
live in the greatest state in the greatest country. We ’ve got opportunity, I
could go on and on. I consider myself the luckiest man on the face of this
Earth, so I want to thank each and every one of you. Thank you, all of you,
for your service. I want to thank all of you for your support. And if anyone
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has any wetting solution for my contact, let me know. Thank you for your
support, and thank you most of all for loving our state. Long may she reign.
God bless you.

(President in Chair)

VIDEO RELEASE POLICYWAIVED

On motion of Senator Eltife and by unanimous consent, the Senate policy that
governs the release of recordings of the Senate proceedings was waived in order to
grant the request of Senator Hinojosa for a DVD of today ’s session.

REMARKS ORDERED PRINTED

On motion of Senator Eltife and by unanimous consent, all remarks made today
were ordered reduced to writing and printed in the Senate Journal.

CANVASS AND INAUGURAL COMMITTEES APPOINTED

In accordance with the provisions of SCR 3, the President announced the
appointment of the following as a Committee to Canvass the Votes:iiSenators
Schwertner, Chair; Bettencourt, Garcia, Kolkhorst, L.iTaylor, and Uresti, and the
following as an Inaugural Committee:iiSenators Birdwell, Chair; Campbell, Nelson,
Schwertner, and Whitmire.

MOTION TO RECESS AND ADJOURN

On motion of Senator Whitmire and by unanimous consent, the Senate at
2:20ip.m. agreed to recess until 1:00 p.m. Thursday, January 15, 2015, for the Joint
Session to Canvass the Votes and to hear an address by the Governor and to recess at
the conclusion of that Joint Session until 11:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 20, 2015, for
the Joint Session to Inaugurate the Governor and Lieutenant Governor.

The Senate further agreed to adjourn at the conclusion of Tuesday ’s Joint Session
until 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, January 21, 2015.

RESOLUTIONS OF RECOGNITION

The following resolutions were adopted by the Senate:

Memorial Resolution

SRi4iby Watson,iIn memory of Martha Jean Fleming Pinnelli.

Congratulatory Resolutions

SRi3iby Watson,iRecognizing John Hrncir on the occasion of his retirement.

SRi5iby Nelson,iRecognizing the First Aid for Drug-Free Living Campaign and
Drug-Test Kit Initiative.

RECESS

Pursuant to a previously adopted motion, the Senate at 2:20 p.m. recessed until
1:00 p.m. Thursday, January 15, 2015.
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AAAPPENDIXAA

RESOLUTIONS ENROLLED

January 13, 2015

SRi1, SRi2, SRi3, SRi4, SRi5
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SENATE JOURNAL
EIGHTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE— REGULAR SESSION

AUSTIN, TEXAS

PROCEEDINGS

FIRST DAY
(Continued)

(Thursday, January 15, 2015)

AFTER RECESS

JOINT SESSION
(To canvass votes cast for Governor and Lieutenant Governor at the General Election)

The Senators present, escorted by the Secretary of the Senate and the
Sergeant-at-Arms, proceeded to the Hall of the House of Representatives at 1:17 p.m.
to canvass the votes cast for the Governor and Lieutenant Governor at the last General
Election.

The Senators were announced and were admitted and escorted to seats prepared
for them.

President Pro Tempore Hinojosa was announced and, on invitation of the
Speaker, occupied a seat on the Speaker ’s Rostrum.

President Pro Tempore Hinojosa called the Senate to order and announced a
quorum of the Senate present.

The Honorable Joe Straus, Speaker of the House of Representatives, called the
House to order and announced a quorum of the House present.

President Pro Tempore Hinojosa stated the purpose of the Joint Session pursuant
to SCR 3.

Speaker Straus then announced the appointment of the Joint Committee of
Tellers and requested the tellers appointed, pursuant to the provisions of SCR 3, to
come forward and receive the returns of votes cast for Governor and Lieutenant
Governor at the last General Election held on November 4, 2014, which returns had
been duly delivered by the Secretary of State to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

Senators Schwertner, Chair; Bettencourt, Garcia, Kolkhorst, L.iTaylor, and Uresti
on the part of the Senate, and Representatives Parker, Chair; Cook, Flynn, Johnson,
Morrison, and Muñoz on the part of the House of Representatives, then received the
returns and proceeded to count the votes cast for Governor and Lieutenant Governor
at the last General Election.



AT EASE

Speaker Straus at 1:22 p.m. announced the Joint Session would stand At Ease to
await the report of the Joint Committee of Tellers and to hear the address of the
Governor.

IN JOINT SESSION

Speaker Straus at 2:28 p.m. called the Joint Session to order.

The Joint Committee of Tellers submitted the following report:

REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE TO CANVASS
VOTES CAST FOR GOVERNOR AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Austin, Texas
January 15, 2015

The Honorable Juan "Chuy" Hinojosa
President Pro Tempore of the Senate

The Honorable Joe Straus, III
Speaker of the House

Sirs:

We, the joint committee appointed by the presiding officers of the Senate and House
of representatives to canvass the votes cast at the last general election held in the State
of Texas on November 4, 2014, for Governor and Lieutenant Governor of the State of
Texas, as shown by returns delivered to us by the Secretary of State, beg leave to
report that we have performed that duty and that the result of our canvass is as
follows:

The votes cast for governor are as follows:
Greg Abbott, Republican Party 2,796,547
Wendy R. Davis, Democratic Party 1,835,596
Kathie Glass, Libertarian Party 66,543
Brandon Parmer, Green Party 18,520
Sarah M. Pavitt, Write-In 1,062

The votes cast for lieutenant governor are as follows:
Dan Patrick, Republican Party 2,724,493
Leticia VanideiPutte, Democratic Party 1,813,974
Robert D. Butler, Libertarian Party 119,833
Chandrakantha Courtney, Green Party 27,719

Respectfully submitted,

SCHWERTNER, Chair PARKER, Chair
BETTENCOURT COOK
GARCIA FLYNN
KOLKHORST JOHNSON
L. TAYLOR MORRISON
URESTI MUÑOZ
On the part of the Senate On the part of the House

The report was read and was adopted unanimously by the Joint Session.
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Speaker Straus declared the Honorable Greg Abbott duly, legally, and
constitutionally elected Governor of the State of Texas for an ensuing term of four
years.

Speaker Straus declared the Honorable Dan Patrick duly, legally, and
constitutionally elected Lieutenant Governor of the State of Texas for an ensuing term
of four years.

The Honorable Rick Perry and First Lady Anita Perry were announced and were
escorted to the Speaker ’s Rostrum.

President Pro Tempore Hinojosa introduced the Honorable Rick Perry, Governor
of the State of Texas, who addressed the Joint Session as follows:

Governor Dewhurst, Speaker Straus, members of the legislature:iiI
appreciate this one final opportunity to speak to you, in the chamber where
it all began for me, 30 years ago last week.
I have come here to reflect on what we have done together, and to say
farewell. But most of all, to tell you it has been the highest of honors to
serve as your governor for the last 14 years. I believe in public service, that
it is among the most honorable of callings, and I am reminded of that every
time I am with legislators, some of whom were here the day I first set foot
on this floor, such as Speaker Craddick, my classmates Harold Dutton and
John Smithee, Dean Whitmire and of course, the inimitable
Mrs.iThompson. Because of their example, I have always viewed public
service as a worthy calling, a calling President Lincoln summarized as
doing, "the greatest good to the greatest number."
Texas is a state where the impossible is possible, where the sons and
daughters of migrant workers can aspire to own the farm, where the children
of factory workers can build new age manufacturing facilities, where the
son of tenant farmers can become governor of the greatest state in the union.
In Texas it ’s not where you come from that matters, it ’s where you are
going. Texas doesn ’t recognize the artificial barriers of race, class or creed.
The most vivid dreams take flight from the most humble beginnings. And
so it was for me.
As many of you know, I grew up in a place called Paint Creek. When I was
young, we didn ’t have electricity or running water. Mom bathed us in a
number two washtub. And we attended the Paint Creek Rural School,
where some of the teachers lived on campus. Their profession was literally
their life, and they inspired me. In fact, I ’m proud to say I graduated in the
top ten of my class.i.i.of 13 students. I can assure you none of my teachers
knew they were instructing a future governor. But they also have a motto at
the Paint Creek School that summarizes the endless possibilities for its
students:ii"no dream too tall for a school so small." In this, the People ’s
House, we ’re in the business of making dreams possible. Every dream
counts, every child matters, and in Texas, every child has a chance.
That is the Texas we have built together:iia Texas of unlimited opportunity.
There ’s a reason more people move to Texas than any other state, because
this is the best place to find a job, raise your family and pursue your dreams.
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In some respects, this has been true for a long time. In the early 1800 ’s
Americans headed west, leaving their troubles behind to find a second
chance. When they got to Texas, they reached their final frontier. They
planted roots, tamed a harsh land, won a Revolution, founded a Republic,
survived droughts, wildfires and hurricanes, discovered crude, started great
industries, universities, and took mankind to the moon.
In my tenure alone, we have been tested by the disintegration of the Space
Shuttle Columbia, Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Ike, devastating wildfires,
the spread of Ebola and a humanitarian crisis at the border. Each time
Texans have responded to these tests with great character. As long as there
has been a Texas, there has existed a people whose character has been
refined by fire, whose souls are resilient, who respond to tragedy with grace
and who look to the future with hope. What we have done together is
preserve Texas as a land of opportunity, making our economy more diverse
and jobs more plentiful.
The difference between the great recession of the last decade, and the
recession of the 1980 ’s is that we have built a more diverse economy able to
survive even those inevitable slowdowns. Two times during my tenure as
governor we have faced major budget shortfalls, and both times we
addressed those shortfalls without raising taxes. Today, the Rainy Day
Fund is flush with billions in cash just four years after a $27 billion budget
shortfall. In addition, in keeping with my philosophy that you don ’t spend
all the money just because you can, I am leaving the next governor more
than $100 million in unspent funds from trusteed programs and other funds
managed by my office.
Our economy continues to be fueled by private sector innovation. Texas
innovation gave the world Spindletop at the turn of the century and
hydraulic fracturing at the end of the century. Today horizontal slant
drilling is tapping oil and gas fields unreachable just a few years ago. This
technology is testament to the power of the private sector to drive economic
change.
But if you wonder whether leadership in a governor ’s office can impact
economic growth, consider two states that share the Marcellus
Shale:iiPennsylvania and New York. Pennsylvania is creating thousands of
energy jobs by utilizing fracking to tap deep energy reserves. On the other
hand, New York Governor Andrew Cuomo, recently announced a fracking
ban. Two states, two vastly different approaches. One creates jobs. One
appeases a political base at the expense of the people. In Texas, we have
chosen jobs. We have chosen energy security and we will one day end
America ’s dependence on hostile sources of foreign energy.
But our success doesn ’t stop with traditional fuel sources. You can be proud
that Texas produces more energy from wind turbines than all but five
countries. We have expanded our economy while protecting our
environment. Nitrogen oxide emissions are down 62 percent. Sulfur
dioxide emissions are down more than 50 percent. Ozone levels are down
24 percent and our carbon footprint has been reduced by nine percent. We
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do not accept the false choice the president offers about projects like the
Keystone Pipeline, between a clean environment and a strong economy. In
Texas, we have protected the air we breathe, the water we drink, the land we
farm, without declaring war on American Industry.
I have been guided by a simple philosophy:iithat job creation, not higher
taxation, is the best form of revenue generation. And we have created jobs.
In the last year, we have created 441,000 jobs. Since I became governor,
with your help, we have created almost one-third of all the nation ’s new
jobs. The unemployment rate in Texas is significantly below the national
average at under five percent. In Austin, it ’s under four percent. In fact, if
you look at the last seven years, starting in December of 2007, you will see
that 1.4 million jobs were created in Texas. In that same period, the rest of
the country lost 400,000 jobs. Our formula for success is simple: keep taxes
low, implement smart regulations, provide an educated workforce and stop
lawsuit abuse at the courthouse.
As you will recall, with the election of the first Republican Speaker in more
than a century, we set out to do things differently in 2003. And we did two
things that set the tone for the next decade. First, we refused to raise taxes
in the face of a $10 billion shortfall. Instead, we cut spending. We enforced
zero-based budgeting, and we resisted the idea that Texans should pay more
so government could cut less.
Second, we passed the most sweeping lawsuit reforms in the nation, reforms
that Dallas Federal Reserve President Richard Fisher has called the key to
our economic growth. These reforms were controversial among those who
wrote opinion columns and hired swarms of lobbyists. But it wasn ’t
controversial for the trucker or the waitress, the farmer or the nurse, the
quiet majority that feels over-billed and taxed to death. Those Texans can ’t
demand a raise when spending exceeds revenue and neither should
government.
While some still struggle in the shadows of opportunity, we have created
tremendous possibilities for millions of Texans. While the rest of the nation
has lost middle class jobs, Texas has created them. In fact, Texas has created
new jobs in every income category. The people who benefit from our
economic policies are the young high school graduate making six figures
working in the oil fields, the small technology start-up with access to
software engineers, the line worker at Toyota and the engineer with Space
X.
With major investments in jobs come major investments in the cultural arts.
Dallas is home to the Meyerson Symphony Center, and the AT&T
Performing Arts Center. The American Film Institute moved its
headquarters from California to Dallas. The Nasher Sculpture Center
relocated to Dallas in 2003. The Perot Museum of Nature and Science
opened there in 2012. The largest cultural arts district in the country, at 68
acres, is now in Dallas. Fort Worth is home to a new museum of modern
art, a revitalized Kimbell Art Museum, and the Bass Performance Hall, all a
vital part of the nation ’s third largest cultural district. In Austin we now
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have a museum of modern art, a performing arts facility and the largest film
and music festival in the world, as well as the only Formula One Race in the
United States. Just south of us, San Antonio has a new performing arts
facility. And in Houston, tonight there are more theatre seats available than
any place this side of Broadway. This creative and cultural arts boom is not
the product of a government grant program, but the result of your policies
that have created a decade of economic expansion.
As governor, I have made economic growth my signature initiative. But I
recognize job creation is not the answer to every ill. In fact, in some
respects it has brought challenges to our state, straining our water resources,
crowding our freeways, stressing our power grid. In recent years we have
taken action to protect our water supply and expand roadways. But work
remains to be done if Texas is to continue to lead the nation.
Our success has also attracted millions of job seekers, not just from other
states, but other countries. Many attempt to reach our state by any means,
legal and illegal. Even more troubling than the economic migrant who
comes here illegally, and the children who come here from Central America
unaccompanied by their parents, are the drug cartels and trans-national
gangs that exploit their plight and threaten our citizens. Those who
smuggle children, enslave women, destroy lives by peddling illegal drugs
and weapons, they are the face of evil. We have not stood idle against this
threat. Texas has done more to secure the border than any state in the
nation. As long as Washington will not secure the border, Texas will be
equal to the task.
Thirty years ago, when I took the oath of office on this floor, I was a
Democrat. Three sessions and a good many special sessions later I became
a Republican. I made both political parties very happy. The one constant
has been a belief in conservative ideas, that families know how to spend
their money better than government. That government must do a few
things, and do them well, and that Texans, uninhibited by over-taxation and
excess regulation, can make the most of freedom.
But many of our citizens are not free, because they live with the chains of
addiction. Over the years I have come to see our approach to non-violent
drug offenders as flawed. Because of the leadership of Democrats and
Republicans, we started to take a new approach. On the advice of a
Democratic judge in Dallas, we created drug courts. We have created
diversion programs that treat alcoholism and drug addiction as a disease,
and not a moral failing. And because of these changes in policy, we have
been able to shut down three prisons. Repeat offenses by drug offenders are
down, and the crime rate is the lowest it has been since 1968. Of those
imprisoned because of addiction, I think of the words of the 20th Century
social activist who co-founded Volunteers for America Maud Ballington
Booth:
"There is a sunshine that can force its way through prison bars and work
wondrous and unexpected miracles.i.i.and a genuine change of heart where
such results seemed the most utterly unlikely and impossible."
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My fellow Texans, we must remember when it comes to the disease of
addiction the issue is not helping bad people become good, but sick people
become well. Turning to diversion programs hasn ’t made us soft on crime,
it ’s made us smart on crime.
There is not a single accomplishment I have spoken of today that occurred
without bipartisan support. I believe we are at our best when we get beyond
our differences and attempt to seek common ground. I speak to members of
my own party in asking that you do not place purity ahead of unity. Ronald
Reagan knew that someone who agreed with him 80 percent of the time was
not his enemy, but his friend. There is room for different voices, for
disagreement. Compromise is not a dirty word if it moves Texas forward.
If members of this body work across party lines and put Texas first, I
believe the best is yet to come.
I couldn ’t pick a better successor as governor than Greg Abbott. And he
couldn ’t have two better partners to lead this state than Dan Patrick and Joe
Straus. As I bid farewell, I know the future is in good hands. And I am
confident that Texas will remain the best place to start a business, find a job,
and realize one ’s God-given potential. We are the new frontier of freedom
and opportunity, a state whose landscape glitters with millions of dreams,
big and small.
I am proud to call Texas my home, humbled to have stood in her service for
the last 30 years, and ever-optimistic of what she will become in the years
ahead. I leave you with this:iiBe true to Texas, always, and she will be true
to you. Good luck, Godspeed, God bless you, and through you, may God
bless Texas.

(Note:iiPrepared text)

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AT EASE

Speaker Straus at 3:00 p.m. stated the purpose for which the Joint Session was
held having been completed, the House of Representatives, pursuant to a previously
adopted motion, would stand At Ease pending the departure of its guests.

RESOLUTIONS OF RECOGNITION

The following resolutions were adopted by the Senate:

Memorial Resolution

SRi17iby Bettencourt,iIn memory of Cheryl Lynn McIntyre.

Congratulatory Resolutions

SRi6iby Campbell,iRecognizing the citizens of San Antonio for honoring the life of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

SRi8iby Schwertner,iCongratulating the Cameron Yoe High School football team on
winning a state championship title.

SRi9iby Schwertner,iCongratulating the Navasota High School Rattlers football team
on winning a state championship title.
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SRi10iby Schwertner,iCongratulating the Bremond High School football team on
winning a state championship title.

SRi11iby L.iTaylor,iRecognizing Cornerstone Fellowship Church of Galveston
County on the occasion of its anniversary celebration.

SRi12iby L.iTaylor,iRecognizing Ray Holbrook for receiving a Texas A&M
University 2014 Distinguished Alumni Award.

SRi13iby L. Taylor,iRecognizing the First Presbyterian Church in Galveston on the
occasion of its 175th anniversary.

SRi14iby L.iTaylor,iRecognizing Johnny Smecca for being named the Galvestonian
of the Year for 2014.

SRi15iby Estes,iRecognizing David Greer for his service to the citizens of Henrietta.

SRi16iby Bettencourt,iRecognizing the investiture of Jane Cummins as president of
the Texas Lyceum.

RECESS

President Pro Tempore Hinojosa at 3:00 p.m. stated the purpose for which the
Joint Session was held having been completed, the Senate, pursuant to a previously
adopted motion, would stand recessed until 11:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 20, 2015, for
the Joint Session to Inaugurate the Governor and Lieutenant Governor.

AAAPPENDIXAA

RESOLUTIONS ENROLLED

January 15, 2015

SRi6, SRi8, SRi9, SRi10, SRi11, SRi12, SRi13, SRi14, SRi15, SRi16, SRi17
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SENATE JOURNAL
EIGHTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE— REGULAR SESSION

AUSTIN, TEXAS

PROCEEDINGS

FIRST DAY
(Continued)

(Tuesday, January 20, 2015)

AFTER RECESS

JOINT SESSION
(To inaugurate the Governor and Lieutenant Governor)

The Senate met at 11:00 a.m. in Joint Session with the House of Representatives
in the space reserved for the Legislature adjacent to the platform erected at the south
entrance of the Capitol for the inauguration of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor.

The Members and guests stood for the presentation of colors.

Guests were announced and advanced to the platform as follows:iiSenator Brian
Birdwell and wife, Mel; Representative Drew Darby and wife, Clarisa; Dr.iTony
Evans and wife, Lois; the Most Reverend Michael F.iOlson, Bishop of Fort Worth;
Chief Justice Nathan L.iHecht, Supreme Court of Texas; Senator Juan Hinojosa,
President Pro Tempore; Speaker of the House of Representatives Joe Straus and wife,
Julie; Judge Ryan Patrick and wife, Kellie; Shane Scruggs; Jared Scruggs; Lieutenant
Governor-elect Dan Patrick and wife, Jan; and Governor-elect Greg Abbott and wife,
Cecilia, and daughter, Audrey.

Speaker Straus made the following introductions:iiColonel Walter Cunningham,
United States Marine Corps, Retired, who led the Pledge of Allegiance; Steve
Amerson, who sang "The Star Spangled Banner"; and the Honorable Hope Andrade,
Texas Workforce Commissioner, who led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas flag.

The Members and guests stood as Speaker Straus introduced the Providence
Catholic School Marian Choristers, who sang "Texas Our Texas."

The Honorable Juan "Chuy" Hinojosa, President Pro Tempore of the Senate,
called the Senate to order and announced a quorum of the Senate present.

The Honorable Joe Straus, Speaker of the House of Representatives, called the
House to order, announced a quorum of the House present, and stated the purpose of
the Joint Session.

Speaker Straus introduced Dr.iTony Evans, Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship, Dallas,
who offered the invocation.



Speaker Straus announced that the Constitutional Oath of Office would be
administered to Lieutenant Governor-elect Dan Patrick by his son, Judge Ryan
Patrick.

The Honorable Dan Patrick, accompanied by his family, took the Constitutional
Oath of Office.

The Honorable Juan "Chuy" Hinojosa presented Lieutenant Governor Dan
Patrick, who addressed the Joint Session as follows:

If not for the grace of God, you, and millions of Texans, I would not be
standing here today. Proverbs 21:31 says:ii"the horse is made ready for
battle, but the victory is the Lord ’s." I worked hard, but the victory was His.
I ’m humbled, grateful, and blessed beyond belief for your trust in electing
me as the 72nd Lt. Governor of Texas.
In Matthew 20:26 the Bible says:ii"whoever wants to be a leader among
you must first be your servant." I stand here with a servants heart,
respectful of all faiths, but as a Christian first, a conservative second, and a
Republican third.
Using Robert Greenleaf ’s model for business servant leaders, I believe
many of his core principles apply to those in public office. First, a servant
leader must listen, to identify and hear the will of the people. Second, a
servant leader must rely on the power of persuasion, not the power of
authority. A servant leader must embrace Conceptualization–the
willingness to dream big dreams, to accomplish what others say cannot be
done, and at the same time balance that with a focus on day-to-day problem
solving for the matters at hand. They must have foresight to learn from the
lessons of the past, assess the realities of the present, and the likely
consequences of how a decision we make today can impact the future.
A servant leader must be trustworthy, encouraging to others, and humble.
These are my goals and my commitment to you, the State of Texas, and the
members I serve as the President of the Texas Senate.
At this time I would ask every member of the greatest legislative body in the
country, the Texas Senate, to rise and be recognized. Ladies and Gentlemen
this is your Texas Senate for the 84th Session of the Texas Legislature.
In my campaign I pledged to: secure the border; lower property and
business taxes; prioritize, reform and improve education; build our
infrastructure and protect life, family, and the second amendment. That is
what I pledged to do as a candidate and what I will do as Lt.iGovernor. My
goal is to be the best Lt.iGovernor in the history of Texas. It ’s not about my
legacy; it ’s about you, your family, and the future of Texas.
As Conservatives we have done many great things over the last 12 years
since taking the majority, but it ’s time to take it to the next level. You have
given us a mandate and you have been very clear about what you want us to
do. As my friend and Senator Jane Nelson likes to say, "It ’s a new day in
Texas."
What day is it? It ’s a new day in Texas. Remember that as I continue in my
remarks to join in.
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First I want to talk about education. Yesterday the nation celebrated Martin
Luther King Day. On August 28, 1963, Reverend King gave one of the
greatest speeches in our nation ’s history, the "I Have A Dream" speech. I
don ’t think he could have dreamed that 52 years later that many of our inner
city schools would still be failing our children, that we would have a 40%
drop out rate or higher in many of our city schools and over half of our
inner city children would be living in poverty. It is immoral to tell parents
they must send their children to a perennially failing school. Parents
deserve the right to pick the best school for their child. Some in Austin tell
me school choice will never pass, but Dr.iKing is not the only one who can
dream, I dream of the day when every parent has the choice to send their
child to the school they pick because they believe it ’s best for their child. I
dream of the day every child gets a quality education so they can break the
binds of poverty and live the Texas and American dream.
For the naysayers, remember we already have school choice in Texas. If
you ’re rich enough you send your children to private school–if you ’re
mobile enough you move to the suburbs for a good school but if you ’re one
of the working poor in our inner cities, you don ’t have money for private
school, and you can ’t move to the suburbs for a better school because you
rely on the bus to get to work.
This is not an indictment on every school. We have many great schools in
Texas. The majority do a fine job. We have many great teachers. My wife
of 39 years, my mother-in-law, and my daughter-in-law all were teachers.
Being a teacher today is a tough job. Thank God we have dedicated
individuals who are willing to take on this most important and noble
profession. But where we have failing schools and failing teachers, we
must have change, and parents must have choice.
We must also continue the reforms we began last session when I served as
Education Chair to continue to focus on preparing students for work and
college by putting emphasis on job training, we must ensure every student is
at reading level by the 4th grade, and we must ensure that schools follow
the laws we pass. Last year we passed a law on a bi-partisan basis keeping
Common Core out of Texas. We need to keep the Federal Government out
of our schools.
We are going to accomplish these goals because–What day is it? It ’s a new
day in Texas.
In Higher Education we must reduce the cost of skyrocketing tuition that is
pricing many middle class families out of college, and saddling students
with huge debt upon graduation. We ’re going to reduce costs
because–What day is it? It ’s a new day in Texas.
Taxes ... It ’s time we reduce current property taxes and reform the system of
taxing based on value growth. Homeowners cannot afford their taxes to go
up 8% or more each year if their salaries are going up only 3% a year or
less. And we are going to give businesses the tax relief they need to keep
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our economy strong and continue the job creation that has made us a leader
in America. We will accomplish all of these goals because–What day is it?
It ’s a new day in Texas.
We are going to fund our infrastructure because it ’s vital to our economy.
We are finally going to end the gas tax diversion. And one of my big
dreams is for Texas to lead the nation in natural gas vehicles for all
government entities. It ’s clean, it ’s cheap, it will save taxpayers money, and
it ’s right here in Texas. We will accomplish these goals because–What day
is it? It ’s a new day in Texas.
The most important responsibility for any lawmaker is to keep you and your
family safe. To that end the Senate will fund border security at the highest
levels in state history. We are going to secure our border through the use of
technology, air and river power, the DPS, the Texas Rangers, game
wardens, local law enforcement and when needed the National Guard. The
threat from terrorists, drug cartels and gang members crossing the border is
high. National security starts with border security, and in Texas we are
going to protect our citizens. We are going to accomplish these goals
because–What day is it? It ’s a new day in Texas.
And while speaking of law enforcement I want to thank the men and
women all across Texas who protect us. They along with our brave
firefighters, have the only job I know of where when they go to work each
day they are willing to give up their life to save others. Like all professions
they must be held accountable for their job and they expect to be. But this
is Texas, not New York; we stand by our law enforcement officers. We
have their back and because they have ours.
The world needs America to be strong and America needs Texas to be
strong. If Houston, Austin, Bowie and Crockett were alive today, I think
they would be proud of what the people of Texas and its government have
accomplished, but they would warn us that we can never take our success or
liberty for granted.
We the people of Texas and we as servant leaders in our Capitol have a
responsibility to do whatever it takes to keep Texas strong and an example
for the rest of the country and the world to follow. We have no choice. As
my friend, Senator Donna Campbell likes to say, "There is not another
Texas to move to."
Texas is one-of-a-kind, blessed by God, fought for by patriots, and home to
the greatest people God ever put on this earth who are willing to fight back
against an ever encroaching federal government.
"Come And Take It" is not just a motto, and a flag from the distant past. It
remains our way of life in Texas to this day.
We have a lot to do but we ’re going to get it done because–What day is it?
It ’s a new day in Texas.
God Bless you, your family, and the Great State Of Texas.

(Note:iiPrepared text)

Speaker Straus announced that the Constitutional Oath of Office would now be
administered to Governor-elect Greg Abbott by Chief Justice NathaniL. Hecht.
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The Honorable Greg Abbott, accompanied by his family, took the Constitutional
Oath of Office.

Speaker Straus presented His Excellency, the Honorable Greg Abbott, Governor
of the State of Texas, who addressed the Joint Session as follows:

Thank you and welcome to your capitol of Texas.
Lieutenant Governor Patrick, Speaker Straus, elected officials, members of
the Judiciary and the Legislature–and most especially, my fellow Texans.
Let me express my deep gratitude to the people of Texas for electing me
Governor of the greatest state in America.
For fourteen years we the people have placed our trust in a man I am
humbled to succeed. Along with his wife, Anita, he has been a faithful
steward of the miracle that is Texas. And I thank Rick Perry for his
unwavering leadership.
The path that brought me here I could not have traveled alone. I share today
with so many, starting with a woman of genuine warmth and character: My
beautiful wife, Cecilia.
Texas has been the blending of cultures from across the globe even before
we became our own nation. My wife represents that as she now has made
Texas history as the first Hispanic First Lady in the history of our great
state.
Cecilia and I share this day with our precious daughter, Audrey. Through
your eyes we see the promise of the next generation of Texans.
I am honored to be Texas Governor. But the title that matters most to me is
Dad.
Family is everything to us, as shown by the legions of family members with
us today. I won ’t name them all but I want all of them to know how grateful
I am for their love and support.
I do want to recognize my father-in-law, Bill Phalen, and perhaps the most
famous mother-in-law in Texas, mi madrina, Maria de la luz Segura Phalen.
I also want to recognize Gary Abbott. He ’s my big brother and a retired
Commander in the U.S. Navy where he served for 20 years.
Thanks to my brother Gary and to every man and woman who has ever
worn the uniform of the United States Military. Their extraordinary service
has secured our freedom to celebrate events of democracy like this today.
But, let ’s face it, for me this moment was highly improbable. During this
month 30 years ago I laid in a hospital bed recovering from injuries that
broke my back and left me forever unable to walk.i
The journey from that Houston hospital to the Texas Governorship was
possible because of two powerful forces.i
First is the grace of God. The Book of Matthew reminds us that With God
all things are possible.
I am reminded of this when I hear a song that often plays in churches. It ’s
titled "You Raise Me Up":
You raise me up so I can stand on mountains;
You raise me up to walk on stormy seas;
I am strong when I am on your shoulders;

Tuesday, January 20, 2015 SENATE JOURNAL 41



You raise me up to more than I can be.
As I begin my Governorship I humbly ask for God ’s continued grace and
guidance, and I assure you: We will never forget that we remain One
Nation Under God.i
The other powerful force that allowed me to go from that Houston hospital
to this Inauguration is that I had the good fortune to live in the great State of
Texas.i
Texas is the place where the improbable becomes the possible.
Many thought that it was improbable that Texans would overcome total
devastation at the Alamo. And yet the unyielding drive for independence
that has always filled the hearts of Texans led to victory at the battle of San
Jacinto. And thus began the legend that Texas has become. ii
To this day Texas has been filled with legends who started humbly and
succeeded spectacularly.
Where a boy like Dan Duncan who grew up dirt poor in East Texas started a
business with two trucks and $10,000, but with hard work and true grit he
went on to become one of the wealthiest Texans ever.
Where people like Colleen Barrett can climb the ladder from executive
assistant to being listed as one of the most powerful women in America as
President of Southwest Airlines.i
Where a 13-year-old daughter of immigrants from Mexico worked nights in
a drapery factory but never gave up on her dreams. Now Eva Guzman is
the first Latina to serve as a Justice on the Texas Supreme Court.
And where a mother from Wichita Falls who, like so many mothers, chose
to stay at home with her children to raise them and instill in them the values
she thought important.
Although she ’s now in Heaven with my Dad she ’s no doubt proud that her
timeless love and devotion inspired her son to become the 48th Governor of
Texas.i
These stories are the promise of Texas. These stories are not the exception
because our state truly is exceptional.
I am living proof that we live in a state where a young man ’s life can
literally be broken in half and yet he can still rise up and be governor of this
great state.
As governor I will ensure Texas remains the state that provides that brand of
opportunity for every Texan.
Texas truly is the land of opportunity, the place where anyone can achieve
anything. But as great as Texas is there ’s more we must do.
More for the families stuck in traffic.
More for parched towns thirsty for water.i
More for parents who fear their child is falling behind in school.
More for employers searching for skilled workers.
More for our veterans who return broken from battle.
And we must do more for the millions of Texans who are tired of seeing our
state sovereignty and the rule of law ignored by a federal government that
refuses to secure our border.
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As governor, I will ensure that we build the roads needed to keep Texas
growing. That taxes raised for roads will be spent on roads. I will speed up
our needed water projects, and I will secure our border.
As governor I will continue my legacy of pushing back against Washington
if they spend too much, regulate too much, or violate our state sovereignty.i
Any government that uses the guise of fairness to rob us of our freedom will
get a uniquely Texan response: "come and take it."i
We Texans aren ’t spoiling for a fight, but we won ’t shrink from one if the
cause is right.
For too long Washington has tried to remake America in its image. In Texas,
we offer a different approach: We don ’t put our trust in government; we put
our trust in the people, and I will make sure we keep it that way.i
We must never forget that government is the servant of the people–not the
other way around.
I will also ensure that we keep Texas number one in the nation for job
creation. We will promote policies that limit the growth of government–not
the size of your dreams.
Yet we know too many still live on the fringe of opportunity. For them
there is no solace in number one rankings that fail to touch their lives. I
speak about children living in broken homes and struggling in broken
schools.
On this point we cannot be captive to partisan arguments. Our children
transcend politics. If Texas is to remain the leader at creating jobs we must
become the leader at educating our children.i
Countries sometimes excel because of their military might.
States are different. We excel by our mental might. Texas should be the
source of the greatest minds the country has ever known.
These great minds will not be molded by a cookie-cutter approach to
teaching. Instead they will be the product of great teachers who recognize
the value and uniqueness of each student.i
We will cultivate those teachers to educate those students to fill the growing
job markets that will keep Texas the economic engine of America.
With us today is one of those teachers, my English teacher at Duncanville
High School, Nancy Nickel.
She taught me more than how to read and write. She taught me to reach for
my dreams. Thank you, Mrs.iNickel, and thanks to all of our tremendous
teachers.
There is no place like Texas. We will ensure that remains just as true for the
next generation as it does for those here today.
So, take a moment. Look at where you ’re standing or sitting right now. The
ground beneath your feet is more than just grass or pavement.i
It ’s the soil that centuries ago bore the hopes and dreams of settlers who
risked it all to come to a land that promised freedom and opportunity.
Scripture teaches us that tribulation produces perseverance, perseverance,
character and character, hope.
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Texans are filled with hope because our lives have been infused with the
perseverance and character that sprang from the tribulations faced by those
who came before us.
And we must make sure this hollowed ground stirs the hopes and dreams of
those who come after us.
We must keep Texas on a path that ensures that years from now people will
stand on this very ground as grateful to this generation as we are to past
generations.
To do that we must do more than work to find common ground to solve our
problems.
We must seek higher ground that will continue to elevate Texas, not just as a
leader in this nation, but as a leader in this world.
Because as goes Texas, so goes America, and as goes America, so goes the
world.i
So we must take the lead here in Texas–from Amarillo to McAllen, from El
Paso to Beaumont. We must work together to ensure that even the future is
bigger in Texas.i
May God bless each and every of you, and may God forever bless the great
State of Texas.

(Note:iiPrepared text)

Speaker Straus introduced the Most Reverend Michael F. Olson, Bishop,
Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth, who delivered the benediction.

The Members and guests stood as Speaker Straus introduced Steve Amerson,
who sang "God Bless America."

ADJOURNMENT

President Pro Tempore Hinojosa at 12:09ip.m. stated the purpose for which the
Joint Session was held having been completed, the Senate, pursuant to a previously
adopted motion, would stand adjourned until 11:00ia.m. tomorrow.

Speaker Straus at 12:09ip.m. stated the purpose for which the Joint Session was
held having been completed, the House of Representatives, pursuant to a previously
adopted motion, would stand adjourned until 10:00ia.m. tomorrow.
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